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Science Topics

USGS Science discipline home pages: Water Resources -- Geology -- Geography-- Biology
Geographic index: Science in Your State

The topical directory below provides an alternate way to browse USGS science programs
and activities. It is not an exhaustive list of all USGS science topics but provides a
categorization using a thesaurus of related terms that will give you definitions, links to
science content, and a structured approach to discovery. [About the thesaurus]

How to use this topical browse interface

Atmosphere and Climate
acid deposition, climate change, global change, precipitation

Earth Characteristics
earth structure, geologic history, geologic structure, gravity, magnetic field, land surface,
rocks and deposits, snow and ice cover, stratigraphy

Ecology and Environment
biodiversity, biogeography, ecological processes, ecosystems, habitats

Environmental Issues
health and disease, human impacts, land use, mining hazards, contamination and pollution,
recreation, water quality
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Science Topics

Geologic Processes
erosion, geochemistry, land subsidence, sedimentation, tectonic processes

Hydrologic Processes
glaciation, ground-water flow, runoff, sediment transport, streamflow

Geographic Analysis and Mapping
aerial photography, cartography, geospatial analysis, maps and atlases, remote sensing

Natural Hazards
droughts, earthquakes, fires, floods, impact cratering, landslides, storms, tsunamis,

volcanoes

Natural Resources
enerqgy resources, fishery resources, mineral resources, resource exploration,

resource extraction, water resources

Oceans and Coastlines
coastal zones, marine geoloqgy, marine geophysics, ocean characteristics, ocean

Processes

Planets
meteorites, planetary bodies

Plants and Animals
animals, endangered species, invasive species, plants, veqgetation, wildlife

Techniques and Methods
geographic information systems (GIS), mathematical modeling, remote sensing, real-

time monitoring and reporting

Water Resources
ground water, surface water, water properties, water quality, water supply and

demand, water use

Search for Topics

Search here for types of things, not names of things. You'll get topics that we think are
useful for finding USGS information. If you're looking for a Web site that contains specific
words, don't use this, use Search USGS instead.

Search for topic: Go!
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