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Introducing InterPARES

• What is the InterPARES research project?
• How long has it been in operation?
• Who provides direction?
• Where is it based?
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Concept of Record

• Expanded definition
– practicality of activities 
– manifest record 

• Records are created that cannot be 
maintained, e.g., VanMap 

“Born digital” 
does not mean 

“Lived and died digital”



Concept of Digital Record

Digital records

• Cannot be preserved

• Are comprised of digital 
component(s)

• Components can be 
reassembled

• Reproduced records can 
be authentic

Records must have 
• fixed form 
• fixed content



Fixed form and content

Fixed form and content static form and content

Variable form
or

Variable content

“Bounded variability” = variations intended by the 
creator  = Fixed form and content



Taxonomy of Records

Class Description Examples Document Record

Static Fixed content and form
Pre-set database reports

Snapshots of web pages

Interactive –
non-dynamic

Rules governing content
or form do not vary

Online sales catalogues

Interactive web pages

Interactive -
Dynamic

Rules governing content
or form may vary

Personalized web page presentations

Reports drawing from external data
(e.g., weather)

Adaptive computing (e.g., artworks /
business forecasts)

?



VanMap Case Study



VanMap Case Study

• VanMap could preserve records of business 
transactions if:
– history file of data in the system
– detailed descriptions of business processes, 

including how VanMap is used  (formularium)
– Form and content of records varies within 

established boundaries
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Study of Digital File Formats

• File format file encoding
– Approximately 100 compression encodings for .WAV 

format
– .WAV ‘wraps’ multiple bitstreams into one file.

• XML file format

• Specify encoding for identified file formats
• Specify formats, encoding, schema, and Document 

Type Definition for XML files.



Study of Digital File Formats
File Format Selection Criteria
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Obsessed Again...



Obsessed Again...

• Challenges the sufficiency of archival or 
documentary contexts;

• Challenges the archival / diplomatic 
conceptualization of authenticity



Obsessed Again...

• Preservation tied in with creation
– Completeness of documentation?

• Feasibility of preservation
– Capabilities of the preservation system?

• Accuracy of reproduction
– Qualitative considerations?
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Chain of Preservation Model



Business-Driven 
Recordkeeping Model
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Framework of Principles

Creator - Preserver Relationship  
– Developing of record creation and maintenance 

policies
– Embedding preservation considerations in 

record creation and maintenance activities
– be equipped with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to fulfil mandate
– establish a trusted preservation system



Framework of Principles

Records Preserver as ‘Trusted Custodian’:  
– act as a neutral third party
– be equipped with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to fulfil mandate
– establish a trusted preservation system



Framework of Principles

Legislated environment  
– No level of government in any country has 

taken a comprehensive view of the records 
lifecycle.

– Legislative conflicts, especially pertaining to 
intellectual property (copyright) and 
reformatting/duplication required for 
preservation work



http://interpares.org/



Thank you!

Jim Suderman
City of Toronto

jsuderm@toronto.ca


