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Location: Management Board Secretariat > Archives of Ontario = Online Exhibits

Online Exhibits
at the
Archives of Ontario

The Archives of Ontario Celebrates Cur Agricultural Past
Thomas and J. B, Connon g Photographic Legacy
Preservation of the W, Thomson Freeland Panorarnas
Fapermaking in Ontario

The Santa Claus Parade Turns 100

Canadian Posters from the First WWorld Yar

Artoat Cueen's Park

French Ontario in the 17th and 18th Centuries

The Archives of Ontario Remembers the Horme Front

k. 0. Hammond - Photographer

The Great Toronto Fire

The War of 1812

The Subway Turns Fifty

Black History in Ontario

A Celebration of Winters Long Ago

Documents from the Front: The American Civil War and Fenian Raids in the 1860 d|
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Reaching the Public

g The Archives of Ontario belangs to
-g the people of the pravince. Our !
[ records date back to 1729,
@ document the history of 9
= generations of Ontarians, and
- reflect all aspects of public and
El private life in Ontaria.
ﬁ Cn average 20,000 people visit the
1] Archives Main Reading Room every
E year and the Archives handles Group of people at Christmas
40,000 research regquests annually. EﬂEIEmeaenrﬂlr:gnii
WWe are always looking for new and N i Sl S
better ways to serve the public and T lfem Reference Coda: H7GZ
reach the people of Ontario, and A,c@;ﬁgmggmzm
our web site has become an \\\'\\,\\
important tool for people interested ; S
in accessing the Archives' recards. We are EI|WEI:1'5 |Uﬂkll"lg for ﬂEW and
Infiscal year 2004-2005 the better ways to serve the public and
?BWSSVDEEDD h_ts'te received o reach the people of Ontario, and
Jooa, its. se see the .
graph below to see howthe use of F"‘” web site has hECUI‘nE.-!" an
the site has grown over the years: important tool for people interested
in accessing the Archives’ records.




Web Exhibit Creation Process
High-level Diagram
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Accuracy

Administrative process contributes
— Interim approvals ensure accessibility requirements are met, e.qg.,
accurate text descriptions of graphical components

Technological processes contribute
— Skilled staff and high quality tools provide accurate digital image of
source materials
— Ultilizes an existing scanning process for representing records, i.e.,
scanning is not undertaken just to support exhibits
— Testing the rendering of exhibits to ensure that exhibit will be
accurately rendered

Research process contributes
— Scholarly research practices contribute to “truthfulness” of content



Authenticity

Administrative process contributes
— Final approval indicates institutional acceptance of the record, that it
is what it purports to be
— Requires conformance with corporate requirements, e.g., use of web
page template

Technological processes contribute
— Existing scanning process for representing photographic records
authentically
— Usage of the corporate web page template provides identity
information, including relationships (i.e., navigation links) with other
information

Research process contributes
— Selection of authentic sources, i.e., archival holdings, to exhibit



Reliability

Administrative process contributes
— Initial, interim and final approvals indicate control over the exhibit
creation process
— Final approval indicates completeness of exhibit

Technological processes contribute
— Existing scanning procedures establish completeness and reliability of
scanned sources
— Assembly of components for testing prior to “launch” allows
participants to check for completeness of overall exhibit

Research process contributes
— Listing of exhibit components
— Attribution of sources



= Gaps
Accuracy, Authenticity, Rehability

* Web exhibits not incorporated into corporate
record keeping system

* No defined retention requirement
* No authorized disposition, 1.€., no appraisal

* No documentation i1dentified to accompany
preserved exhibits

* Web standards, security are outside institutional
influence
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Different browsers
and rendering
platforms

Much of the magic of the festive season swirls
around children and toys and there's nothing maore

arri S RAE g o young e R

5 ¥
upon opening a Christrmas gift and discovering a
longed-for toy inside.

Most of us can rermember a favourite toy from our
childhood. Maybe you still have it. Maybe it's been
passed down to a child or grandchild and is still
being enjoyed. Maybe it eventually broke and fell

The Toys of Our Childhood

AUDIOYOX out of use. Or, maybe it simply disappeared over
the years.
FEZRE08.0.730 But, whatever happened, those toys still have the
T. Eaton Company Records power to evoke childhood memories. Memaories of
Archives of Ontario what seems a simpler time. And memaries af
holiday seasons past when the most impartant
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System Overview
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Corporate record keeping

* paper-based records
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