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The Project Nodes

–HATII, University of Glasgow

–Schweizerisches Bundesarchiv 

–Nationaal Archief van 
Nederland

–Institute for Archival and 
Library Science, University of 
Urbino 
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erpaSTAFF

Directors: One in each node

Coordinator: Based in Glasgow
Editors: One in each node

Advisory Committee: to ratify and 
ensure consistency of direction
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Preservation Challenges
MMedium

- storage media naturally decay

Technological (e.g. 
hardware/software)

- hhardware and software
obsolescence makes 
data/information inaccessible

Intellectual

- validation of integrity and 
authenticity

Contextual

- avoid loss of meaning with metadata

Legall Impediments
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Organisations Need Help
Off-the-shelf policy statements
Business cases & strategies
Digestible guidance on technologies and their 
preservation implications
Improved models (reference, costs, 
standards, functional requirements)
Simple Guidelines on digital survival 
Guidance on creating data repositories
IPR support and guidance
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SIMPLY:

ERPANET works to enhance 
the preservation of cultural 
and scientific
digital objects through:

- raising awareness, 
- providing access to 
experience,
- sharing policies and 
strategies, and
- improving practices.
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erpaServices

erpastudies

erpatools

erpaadvisory

erpaworkshops

erpatraining

erpacharter
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erpaWorkshops

Digitisation,
Conservation,

&
Preservation

XML & Web

Appraisal
Scientific Data
(with CODATA)

Joint Workshop with 
InterPARES II

?Developing Policies 
& Legislation?

Integrity, authenticity, 
accuracy and audit

Place Month Year 
Toledo June 2002
Urbino Oct 2002
Bern April 2003
Rome Nov 2003
Antwerp April 2004
Budapest Oct 2004
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erpaSeminars

Place Month Year
Copenhagen Nov 2002

Paris Jan 2003
Patra/Crete May 2003

Marburg Sept 2003
Lisboa December 2003

Cork March 2004
Vienna June 2004
Amsterdam Sept 2004

Launching November 2002
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erpaStudies (1)

60 case studies in public and business sectors:
– pharmaceuticals, petrochemical, entertainment, 

broadcasting, publishing, museums, retail, archives, 
telecoms, libraries

Geographical spread and organisation size
Outcomes:
– Vertical View: reviews of how different sectors 

approach digital preservation
– Horizontal View: looking across a range of topics 

what are best practices across domains.
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erpaStudies (2)

Assessment of the Sectoral Exposure
Sectoral Awareness and Investment
Policy Building Strategies
Risk Perception & Management
Mechanisms for Compliance & Audit
Cost-Benefit Rationalisation
Technologies 
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The Instrument (1)

Administrative Section
Perception and Awareness of Digital 
Preservation

• Understanding How Digital Preservation 
Affects Your Organisation
Actions Taken: Policies, Strategies, Standards 
and Practices Developed
Monitoring of Actions
Future Requirements
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The Instrument (2)

‘Actions taken’ subsections
Policies, Strategies, and Standards
Selection of Digital Information for 
Preservation
Preservation of Digital Information
Storage of Digital Information
Access to Digital Information
Digital Preservation Costs
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RRound 1 Sectors

Pharmaceuticals
– AstraZeneca, Aventis, Baye

Publishing
– OUP, Kluwer, Elsevier Science, etc.

Telecoms
– Swisscom, Orange, Telefonica, etc.

Broadcasting
– BBC, RAI, Mediaset, etc.
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RRounds 2 & 3 Sectors

The fourth round will concentrate on security 
services e.g. police, passport control, private 
security, prisons etc.

Round 2 Round 3
Retail Automotive
Architecture Train traffic control
Aerospace Insurance
Entertainment (film) Air traffic control
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erpaCOMMENTARIES

Authoritative online information 
services on Digital Preservation
–Analytic Reviews of published and 

online literature 
including assessment of 100 journals

–Assessment of technical guidelines 
and relevant standards

–Projects and initiatives reviewed

Launching August 2002
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erpaAdvisory
Provides the Community with access to 
answers to digital preservation expertise
Building a Resource of Authoritative 
Answers to Digital Preservation Questions
– a database of frequently asked questions with 

answers
Making accessible examples of best practice

Launching in August 2002
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erpaTools

Year 1 Tools
– Policy Building Framework
– Costing Digital Preservation Strategies
– Digital Object Risk Management Methods
– Selecting Technologies

Launching in November 2002
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ERPANET at IFLA
Friday 23rd August, 09:00-12:00

Bernard Smith (European Commission) 

Ron Zweig (University of Tel Aviv)

Costis Dallas (CriticalPublics.com)

Hans Hofman (Nationaal Archief & ERPANET)

Seamus Ross (HATII & ERPANET)

?Brewster Kahle (Internet Archive)?
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For our products, information and 
registration:

www.erpanet.org

Coordinator@erpanet.org  /  Director@erpanet.org


