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George Washington at the outposts of Valley Forge. 

The University of Virginia is publishing a comprehensive 

edition of the papers written by or to the Revolutionary 

War general and first President of the United States. 
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Forty years ago in November 1964, the National Historical Publications Records Commission awarded 

its first grants for projects to further public understanding of  American history, democracy, and culture. 

That remarkable day was the culmination of  over 140 years of  debate over the proper role of  the national 

government in preserving and making public our documentary heritage. 

The Commission was founded in 1934 as part of  the National Archives, but for most of  those early years, 

because of  the Depression and World War II, it rarely met. In 1950 President Harry S. Truman received a 

copy of  the first volume of  the Papers of  Thomas Jefferson, and was so impressed that he urged the Commission 

to discuss in earnest the needs of  the field, particularly in regard to historical publications. In the early 

1960s, Congress and the Kennedy administration took the next evolutionary step in appropriating actual 

funds for the purposes of  awarding grants. By 1974, the Commission began funding state and local archival 

projects, and to date, it has awarded over 4,000 grants and $163 million for projects across the country. 

The idea behind Federal funding is to make the Commission a true bridge between the archives and 

records held by the Federal Government at the National Archives and the records and collections of  the 

states, municipalities, and nongovernmental organizations across the nation, and indeed, around the world. 

Just as the National Archives is a public trust for the essential evidence held by the Federal Government, 

the NHPRC is a public trust for documenting democracy. 

This chronology is compiled to show how the National Historical Publications and Records Commission 

came into being and how it has grown. Since the NHPRC made its first grants, it has been providing access 

to primary sources to researchers, scholars, and genealogists who in turn transfer knowledge to millions 

more. As a result of  its grantmaking, we have helped preserve and make accessible to users the papers of 

historically significant men and women, including the most important papers from the Founding Era, 

some or all of  the works of  16 Presidents, the records of  U.S. territories before statehood, the history of 

Emancipation, Women’s Rights, and others too numerous to list. The fact that those materials sit on the 

shelves of  hundreds of  libraries is a sign of  good government in partnership with citizens and other public 

institutions. But the preservation of  those materials is the means to an end. 

Let me cite just one example of  how that work gets out of  the archives. We supported the Freedom 

History Project, a highly selective edition of  documents pertaining to black American life in the years 
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between the beginning of  the Civil War and the advent of  Reconstruction. How was it used? The Freedom 

History Project has kept a cumulative tabulation of  how people are using its publications. For example, the 

papers have been cited in 23 reference works, 15 documentary editions, 130 monographs, 212 scholarly 

articles and essays, and 68 college-level textbooks and anthologies. At least 152 college courses have made 

use of  the work, as well as 41 teacher workshops, 8 publications for elementary and middle school teachers, 

3 CD-ROMs, 9 books for young readers, two dozen books for popular audiences, 9 exhibits, 6 films, 11 

television programs—including Ken Burns’s Civil War series, 16 radio programs, 80 stage productions, 

and 176 web sites. One of  the editors of  the project, Steven Hahn, also wrote A Nation Under Our Feet: Black 

Political Struggles in the Rural South from Slavery to the Great Migration (The Belknap Press of  Harvard University 

Press), which received the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for History. Virtually every scholar of  American history has 

benefited, at one time or another, from works preserved and published through the NHPRC. And even all 

of  these related “products” produced out of  the primary sources are still means to an end: to give citizens 

a better understanding of  our history, democracy, and culture. 

The Commission also encourages archival repositories, state and local governments, historical societies, 

libraries, academic institutions, and others to locate, preserve, and make accessible historical documents of 

national and local significance. Grants have helped produce assessments, finding aids, and other tools for 

users, as well as preserve photographs, recordings, films, and documents across the nation. A portion of  our 

funding has also gone toward the development of  standards in archival theory, methods, and practices—the 

R&D of  archival engineering. The legacy of  our public investment can be found not only in the compelling 

projects—from Harvard’s collection of  rare 19th century daugerrotypes to the translation of  Native 

American oral histories—but also in the systems in place that have provided new tools for archivists and 

users to get at our documentary heritage. 

Dozens of  new “cyber archives” are making massive amounts of  primary source material via the Web. 

Photoswest.org is on-line database contains a selection of  historic photographs from the collections of 

the Denver Public Library Western History/Genealogy Department and the Colorado Historical Society. 

These collections, which contain more than one million items, document the history of  Colorado and 

the American West. Some 100,000 images and catalog records of  American Indians; pioneers; railroads; 
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mining; Denver and Colorado towns; city, farm, and ranch life; recreation; and numerous other subjects 

and states—through initial cataloging support from the NHPRC. 

Just as a generation of  historians has blossomed through the work of  documentary editions, so too, has 

a generation of  archivists and records managers at state historical records advisory boards, state archives, 

local archives, records management departments, and through support for training programs, manuals and 

guides, new technologies, and other efforts to raise the professional standards of  the field. Virtually every 

working archivist in the country has benefited, at one time or another, from programs sponsored by the 

Commission. The NHPRC provides a kind of  venture capital for documenting democracy. 

As we enter our fifth decade of  grantmaking, the NHPRC looks back with pride on our accomplishments 

and looks forward with excitement of  the potential of  new technologies to help us realize our mission. But 

the grand challenges of  archives in the Cyber Ages are no different, in kind, than the challenges of  the 

Middle Ages. 

Consider the scribe in his cell, hand-inking a copy of, say, Augustine’s Soliloquia in the Winchcombe Abbey 

in merry old England sometime in the second quarter of  the 12th century. He is a preservationist. He’s using 

available technologies: awl, scriber, quill pen, vellum, ink made from soot, gum, and water. Our scribe is part 

of  a large multimedia publishing conglomerate whose interest is to save the actual sermons, create a wholly 

new object, and make this copy accessible to the general public, which at the time meant perhaps a handful 

of  learned religious scholars. 

The scribe, the publisher, and the audience faced the same sort of  problems that archives face today. 

Creating a single true copy was labor-intensive and time-consuming, requiring a workforce with very 

specific training, talent, and technological expertise. Vellum—made from sheepskin—proved a wise interface 

for it is durable, but it was expensive. It took about 225 sheep to provide enough vellum for a single copy of 

the Bible, for example. 

With so few scribes and sheep, how did publishers select which historical records to preserve and make 

accessible to users? Then, as now, preservation of  our documentary heritage was undercapitalized, under-

manned, and underappreciated by the public. But thank heavens for the scribes and the sheep, for what 

words may have been otherwise lost? 
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Historians, anthropologists, sociologists, and other humanists and social scientists draw upon the primary 

records in other stories to make something new. The new story seeks to illuminate for others what has been 

observed, discovered, considered, and revealed through close attention of  an inquisitive and imaginative 

mind. 

In the archives field, we see this creativity all the time. A cache of  letters found in an attic, the legal 

papers in the basement of  the county courthouse, the photographs in the newspaper morgue, the long-lost 

great-grandfather found in the census, the tapes transcribed, the dust blown off  the surface of  the past, 

new evidence from the historical record changes individual and public impressions. For example, a new 

biography of  Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow may well change popular opinion of  one of  our 

“Founding Fathers,” and Chernow drew on the 27-volume edition of  the Papers of  Alexander Hamilton, spon-

sored in part by the NHPRC. The evidence changes everything. 

The NHPRC is the National Archives grantmaking arm, and many people know us for our work in 

funding documentary editions: the papers of  the Founding Fathers, the early national institutions, and other 

famous Americans. In a lot of  ways, it is like funding illuminated manuscripts such as Augustine’s Soliloquia 

without the vellum and sooty fingers. 

But we are preservationists in other ways than printing the illuminated manuscripts of  the 21st century. 

We funded a lot of  microfilm projects in the early days, and recently, over the past few years, editors have 

brought out digital editions on CDs and over the Web. These new editions include transcripts of  the 

annotated originals as well as image facsimiles in various combinations. 

Since the early 1970s, we have been funding state archives, local government archives, and NGOs of  all 

stripes for what might be broadly described as preservation activities: surveys, acquisition and accessioning, 

physical maintenance, and arrangement and description. The Commission funds everything from finding 

aids to professional education and training programs to general operating support and re-grant programs at 

state archives. 

So, in a way, we are a lot like the Church in the Middle Ages—commissioning and subsidizing copies of 

historical documents and funding other components of  a national archival system (in our case, the state 

archives and local efforts). But $153 million over 40 years doesn’t pay for a lot of  sheepskins or scribes. 
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Here are the three big challenges for documentary heritage at the beginning of  the fifth decade of  grantmaking: 

Preserving and Publishing Historical Documents, Archives, and Records. How do we best use tech-

nology to get primary materials into the hands of  anyone with a computer and Internet connection? What’s 

the nexus of  books, CDs, web sites and databases in terms of  providing the most accessible record? Can we 

find ways to use technology to speed the publishing process? Make it more cost-efficient? Easier on editors? 

Users? 

Government funding of archives. The real problem is that there is no national program for state archives 

akin to the state arts agencies, state humanities agencies, and state libraries. And the question isn’t simply 

one of  Federal dollars to the states, a very important step in evolution, but in building a true, national  archi-

val network, with limited Federal direction, but with the possibilities of  leadership, information sharing, 

and a common approach to a true national Cyber Archives. It strikes me as a perfectly reasonable blue sky 

ambition to look to a day when a person in Missoula, Montana, can easily access his genealogical records 

from his grandfather’s family in Charleston, South Carolina. Or, that a researcher in Honolulu can sit at her 

desk and listen to the Kennedy tapes at the University of  Virginia or the Kennedy Library in Massachusetts. 

But that’s only going to happen through a national cyber archives. 

Archival management of electronic records. We face the same problems as everyone else in terms of 

migration of  data, obsolescence of  software and hardware, the breadth and scope of  what’s born digital, 

but on a truly mind-blowing scale. E-records at the National Archives is a serious concern with so many 

gazillions of  e-mails and digital files routinely created by Federal agencies. My concern is that this is the 

virtual tip of  the virtual iceberg, when you start imagining a true national archival system. 

Like those monks toiling away at their illuminated manuscripts, we must have faith that we’ll finish the job, 

knowing full well there’s always another copy to be made, another record to be saved, another story waiting 

to be told. 

Max J. Evans 

Executive Director 
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J. Franklin Jameson called for a commission 

with “power to edit and publish not only 

materials in possession of the Government, 

but also those which are in private existence.” 
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1884 

1887 

1891 

Federal Support for Historical 

Publications and Records: 

A Brief Chronology 

The American Historical Association 

(AHA) is founded. One of  its first tasks 

is to focus on the need for a national 

standardized system of  archival 

organization. 

Congress appoints a commission 

composed of  the Secretary of  State, 

Librarian of  Congress, and Secretary 

of  the Smithsonian Institution to report 

on historical manuscripts of  the Federal 

Government and the policy to be 

pursued in their publication. The 

Commission apparently never met. 

In the annual report of  the American 

Historical Association (AHA), J. Franklin 

Jameson publishes a paper on Federal 

Government expenditures in behalf 

of  U.S. history. Jameson calls for a 

commission with “power to edit and 

publish not only materials in possession 

of  the Government, but also those 

which are in private existence.” 

1895 
As a result of  his study of  European 

archives, J. Franklin Jameson submitted 

a program to the AHA for the systematic 

collection and selective publication of 

American historical source materials. 

The AHA establishes a Historical 

Manuscripts Commission and appoints 

Jameson as its chair. 

1899 
The Public Archives Commission 

was established in 1899 by the AHA as 

a result of  the Historical Manuscripts 

Commission’s emphasis on the difference 

between private papers and public 

archives; the Commission surveyed 

state archives between 1900 and 1917. 

1905 
President Theodore Roosevelt estab-

lishes the Commission on Department 

Methods, headed by Charles Keep, to 

consider, among its interdepartmental 

concerns, the care of  Federal agency 

records and the publication of  historical 

materials. J. Franklin Jameson writes to 

Gifford Pinchot, a member of  the Keep 

Commission, about European models 

for historical publications. In 1903 the 

Queen of  the Netherlands had created 

a “Commission of  Advice for National 

Historical Publications,” which issued a 

report the following year recommending 

a systematic survey of  the whole field 

of  Dutch history and a program of 

documentary publication. 

1907 
December 13, 1907: Jameson writes to 

Secretary of  State Elihu Root regarding 

President Roosevelt’s support for a 

commission on documentary publication: 

“It is an accepted function of  govern-

ments, and needs no defense.” 

Nearly every European country has 

such a commission, he notes, and 

Canada had just established such a body. 

1909 
January 11, 1909: The Commission 

on Department Methods issues its report 

to the President. Signed by Worthington 

C. Ford, its chairman, and Charles 

Andrews, Albert Bushnell Hart, Andrew 

McLaughlin, Alfred T. Mahan, Frederick 

Jackson Turner, and J. Franklin Jameson, 

the report also includes a draft bill for a 

Commission on Historical Publications. 

The authors conclude: “[W]e are by 

no means disposed to recommend that 

it confine its historical publications to 

materials which are in its own possession. 

That would be an unscientific course, 

substituting, for such standards as 

make for rational completeness, criteria 

dependent on the accidents of  deposit 

or ownership.” The report recommends 

a Commission of  eight or nine members, 

chosen from the American Historical 

Association, with an annual appropria-

tion of  $100,000 for at least 10 octavo 

volumes. 

December 15, 1909: Representative 

Samuel McCall introduces H.R. 15428, 

a bill to create a Commission on 

National Historical Publications. 

The Commission is to have nine 

members with authority “to defray, 

out of  such appropriations as Congress 

may from time to time make… the 

cost of  preparing and printing at the 

Government Printing Office such 

volumes of  material for American history 

as it may deem most useful.” 
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1910 
January 5, 1910: The Committee on the 

Library of  the House debates the McCall 

bill. H.T. Colenbrander testifies on the 

experience of  the Dutch Commission. 

Charles F. Adams suggests a salaried 

secretary for the Commission. Herbert 

Putnam, Librarian of  Congress, suggests 

that the Commission might be located 

in the Library of  Congress building. 

He also remarks that the Commission 

“would consider not merely the material 

in possession of  the Government, 

but material in private hands.” 

April 13, 1910:  The House bill is 

reported with amendments as H.R.1000. 

It calls for a secretary at $2,000 per year 

and expenses for Commission members 

not to exceed $10,000. The Commission 

is to have nine members appointed by 

the President to four-year terms. “The 

common experience of  civilized govern-

ments has perfectly well proved that all 

this is best done by intrusting the general 

supervision of  a government’s historical 

publications to a small and relatively 

permanent commission of  experts, men 

whose lives are occupied in universities 

or elsewhere with historical pursuits, 

and to whom it is a vital matter that their 

tasks should be wisely chosen and rightly 

performed.” There is no further record 

of action on the bill. 

1911 
April 28, 1911: Senator Elihu Root intro-

duces S. 1773, calling for a commission 

of  five to be appointed by the President 

to four-year terms. Other provisions are 

the same as the McCall bill. Congress 

took no further action on the bill. 

1934 
June 19, 1934: Congress passes and the 

signs “An Act to establish a National 

Archives of  the United States Govern-

ment” which also provides for a National 

Historical Publications Commission to 

“make plans, estimates, and recommen-

dations for such historical works and 

collections of  sources as seems appropri-

ate for publication and/or otherwise 

recording at the public expense.” The 

Commission is to have seven members: 

the Archivist of  the United States as 

chairman, and one representative from 

the War Department, the Library of 

Congress, the Navy Department, the 

State Department, and two from the 

American Historical Association. 

1935 
January 29, 1935: The Commission meets 

for the first time. Members are R.D.W. 

Connor, Chairman; David Hunter Miller, 

State; W.D. Smith, War; Dudley Knox, 

Navy; J. Franklin Jameson, Library of 

Congress; and St. George L. Sioussat and 

Dumas Malone, AHA. The Commission 

adopts a resolution calling for a publica-

tion on the origins of the Constitution. 

1935–1942 
The National Archives undertakes the 

Historical Records Survey (HRS) as part 

of  the Works Progress Administration’s 

Federal Writers’ Project, to document 

resources for research in U.S. history. 

In 1936, the Survey of  Federal Archives 

began as part of  HRS. More than 2,000 

inventories were published during the 

short life of  the HRS. 

1936 
March 17, 1936: The National Historical 

Publications Commission (NHPC) sends 

a report to Congress recommending 

a plan of  publication for a documentary 

edition on the origins of the Constitu-

tion. Documents for this project would 

be gathered from institutions around 

the world. 

1939 
March 22, 1939: The U.S. House 

Committee on the Library holds 

hearings on H.R. 5024, a bill to 

authorize a project to collect, edit, 

and prepare for printing documents on 

the ratification of  the Constitution. The 

bill calls for a maximum of  $50,000 for 

the project, not more than $25,000 in 

any one year. Congress takes no action. 

1949 
Responding to recommendations of 

the Hoover Commission, Congress passes 

the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services Act, which establishes the 

U.S. General Services Administration 

and transfers both the National Archives 

and the National Historical Publications 

Commission to it. 
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1950 
May 17, 1950: Impressed by Volume 1 

of  The Papers of  Thomas Jefferson, 

President Harry Truman proposes 

a comprehensive program for the 

publication of  the public and private 

writings of  persons who have contributed 

greatly to the development of  the United 

States. The Commission undertakes 

a survey of  scholarly opinion on a broad 

publications program. 

September 5, 1950: Congress passes 

the Federal Records Act, which increases 

the membership of  the Commission 

from 7 to 11 members and charges it 

to “cooperate with and encourage 

appropriate Federal, State, and local 

agencies and nongovernmental institu-

tions, societies, and individuals in 

collecting and preserving and, when 

it deems such action to be desirable, 

in editing and publishing the papers 

of  outstanding citizens of  the United 

States and such other documents as may 

be important for an understanding and 

appreciation of  the history of  the United 

States.” Philip K. Hamer is the first 

executive director of  the Commission. 

1951 
May 1951:  The NHPC sends to President 

Truman a preliminary report on the 

publication of  the papers of  American 

leaders. Over the next several years, the 

Commission assists, with support of  the 

National Archives and the Smithsonian, 

in advocating publication of  the papers 

of  Benjamin Franklin, John and John 

Quincy Adams, James Madison, and 

Alexander Hamilton. The Commission 

also helped make provisions for micro-

filming the papers of John C. Calhoun 

and Henry Clay. 

1954 
April 15, 1954: A report to the 

President on “A National Program for 

the Publication of  Historical Documents” 

is released. It envisions funding for the 

NHPC to act in a cooperative program 

for the publication of  historical docu-

ments; announces plans for the publica-

tion of  papers of  historically significant 

Americans and documentary histories 

of  the ratification of  the Constitution 

and Bill of  Rights and the work of  the 

First Federal Congress; a national register 

of  archival and manuscript groups; 

and publishes a list of  361 persons 

whose papers had been suggested to the 

Commission as deserving of  publication. 

1957 
June 1957: A subcommittee of  the 

Committee on House Administration 

debates H.J. Resolution 233, which 

encourages cooperation among the 

NHPC, private and State historical 

commissions and agencies, and appro-

priate libraries, historical societies, 

universities, corporations, foundations, 

and civic organizations in forwarding 

a national publications program. 

1963 
January 10, 1963: The NHPC issues a 

report to the President that contains a 

proposal to establish and provide funding 

for a grants-in-aid program. The report 

cites an essay by Professor Bernard Bailyn 

on the rise of  documentary editions since 

World War II including The Adams 

Papers, The Papers of  Thomas Jefferson, 

and the papers of  other notable 

Americans. “These projects have 

common characteristics that distinguish 

them from any other series of  documen-

tary publications in our history. They 

are, of  necessity, heavily subsidized: by 

the news publishing industry… private 

foundations… and university presses.” 

The report argues that the Federal 

Government should take responsibility 

for ensuring their successful completion. 

President Kennedy agrees: “If  the 

Commission is to plan a balanced 

national program of  editing and 

publication… it must have resources on 

which it can depend. Compared with the 

funds required for other programs for the 

national good, those requested by this 

Commission are modest indeed.” 

1964 
July 28, 1964: Public Law 88-383 

launches the NHPC grant program. 

For the first time in its history, the 

Commission has authority to receive 

funding, and $350,000 is appropriated for 

Fiscal Year 1965 (beginning July 1, 1964). 

Oliver Wendell Holmes is the Executive 

Director of  the Commission. 

September 30, 1964: The Ford Foundation 

makes a $2 million award to the Commis-

sion to support the five Founding Fathers 

projects: papers of  The Adams Family, 

Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, 

Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. 

November 6, 1964: The National 

Historical Publications Commission 

awards its first grant of  $52,000 to the 

State Historical Society of  Wisconsin 

for The Documentary History of  the 

Ratification of  the Constitution. 
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With its first appropriations bill and funding from the Ford 

Foundation, the National Historical Publications Commission 

begins to consider how best to award grants to worthwhile 

publications projects. Total funding available for the year is 

$350,000, and a portion of  the $2 million multiyear funding is 

earmarked for the Founding Fathers projects. 

A total of  23 grants are awarded for both letterpress 

pub-lications projects and microfilm. In addition to funding 

the Documentary History of  the Ratification of  the Constitution, the 

Commission awards grants for the papers of  Thomas Jefferson, 

Alexander Hamilton, the First Federal Congress, Henry Clay, 

John C. Calhoun, Andrew Johnson, James K. Polk, Ulysses S. 

Grant, and Jefferson Davis, among others. 

On September 30, 1964 of the Commission’s first year, The 

Ford Foundation made a $2 million award to support 

the five Founding Fathers projects: papers of The Adams 

Family, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas 

Jefferson, and James Madison. 

1965 
FISCAL YEAR 1965 

July 1, 1964 – June 30, 1965 

$350,000 23 grants 
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1966 
FISCAL YEAR 1966 

July 1, 1965 – June 30, 1966 

$350,000 27 grants 

Funding continues on the Founding Era projects and papers 

from key American statesmen.  Project support goes to The 

Expeditions of  John Charles Frémont, the 19th-century explorer 

known as Pathfinder, who explored the West, helped settle 

California, was the Republican Party’s first Presidential candi-

date in 1856, served as a Union General in the Civil War, and 

became governor of  the Arizona territory.  Grants also go to 

projects on Henry Schoolcraft, explorer and Superintendent 

of  Indian Affairs for the Upper Lakes in the early 19th cen-

tury; Henry Laurens, president of  the First Continental 

Congress; the 18th-century Baptist clergyman and champion 

of  religious freedom Isaac Backus; and first Chief  Justice of 

the United States Supreme Court, John Marshall. 

Thirteen of  the grants go to microform projects, including 

the papers of  Albert Gallatin, Secretary of  the Treasury under 

Jefferson who marshaled the resources for the Louisiana Pur-

chase, and to the Bexar Archives of  the colonial history of  Texas. 

Several microfilm projects are completed in 1966, including 

the Nebraska Farmers’ Alliance Papers (1887–1901) which chronicle 

agrarian protests, and papers of  key figures in the Southern 

Historical Collection at the University of  North Carolina. 

The charter of the Nebraska Farmers Alliance, part of the 

papers of the late 19th century agrarian protest organization, 

including correspondence, reports, daybooks and ledgers. 
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Results from previous years’ grants continue to arrive. The 

first volume of The Papers of  Andrew Johnson is published by the 

University of  Tennessee Press, and the fifth volume (of  a pro-

jected 60-volume series) of The Papers of  James Madison comes 

off  the press. Microfilming is completed on The Manuscript 

Collection of  the Morristown (NJ) National Historical Park of  some 

17,500 source documents from every major figure of  the 

American Revolution, and the William Tecumseh Sherman Family 

Papers (1808–1891) are preserved through a grant to the 

University of  Notre Dame Archives. 

Of  the 29 grants awarded, 10 are for microfilm projects, 

including the Spanish Archives of  New Mexico, the first of 

three grants tracing government archives from 1621 through 

statehood in 1912. New documentary editions grants are 

awarded for a Documentary History of  the First Federal Elections, 

1788–1790, and selective editions of  the papers of  Revolution-

ary leader and Supreme Court Justice James Iredell and the 

architect and engineer Benjamin Henry Latrobe, designer of 

the national Capitol’s south wing. 

The first fellowships in editing are awarded, sending 

graduate students to work on documentary editions projects. 

General William Tecumseh Sherman, “who was and still is the most 

hated and despised man in the history of Georgia,” for his role in 

the U.S. Army during the Civil War. A microfilm edition of the 

William Tecumseh Sherman Family Papers, 1808-1891 was funded 

through a grant to the University of Notre Dame Archives. 1967
FISCAL YEAR 1967 

July 1, 1966 – June 30, 1967 

$350,000 29 grants 
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1968 
FISCAL YEAR 1968 

July 1, 1967–June 30, 1968 

$350,000 36 grants 

The Adams Family (John Adams and John Quincy Adams), 

Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, 

and James Madison were the original quintet of  documentary 

editions funded by the NHPC, and in 1968, The Papers of  George 

Washington draws Commission support. Projected at 75 volumes, 

the edition begins with The Diaries of  George Washington, of  which 

the first two volumes are published in 1976, the nation’s bicen-

tennial. Continued support goes to other key documentary 

editions on the Constitution, First Congress, and First Federal 

Elections. New grants go to the Papers of  Booker T. Washington, 

the first eminent African American leader to be supported 

through NHPC. Fifteen microfilm projects receive new or 

continued support, with one grant awarded to support the 

Dakota Territorial Records. 

The first volume of The Papers of  Henry Laurens is published 

through the University of  South Carolina Press. Microfilming 

is completed on several lesser-known aspects of  our documen-

tary heritage: Ignatius Donnelly of  Minnesota, one of  the 

founders of  the Populist Party, and George Ellery Hale, the 

astrophysicist who founded the Yerkes, Mount Wilson, and 

Palomar observatories, and invented the spectroheliograph, 

which made it possible to photograph the sun’s prominences 

in full daylight. 

The NHPRC supported a microfilm edition of the Papers of 

George Ellery Hale, 1882-1938, the astronomer who 

founded the Yerkes, Mount Wilson, and Palomar observa-

tories, the American Astronomical Society in 1899, and 

later in turning the then relatively unknown Throop 

Polytechnical Institute in Pasadena into the California 

Institute of Technology. 
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Five years after it begins, the National Historical Publications 

Commission grant program has developed commitments to 

multivolume documentary editions of  notable Americans. 

Several of  these projects have lifespans projected in the de-

cades, due not only to their massive scale but also to the lack of 

consistent resources. NHPC has provided seed money for over 

one dozen major works in progress. With limited resources, 

the Commission funds one new project, a comprehensive 

microfilm edition of  the papers of  Millard Fillmore, our 13th 

President. Sixteen letterpress editions and 14 microfilm pro-

jects are supported. 

In 1969, the first volume of  the Correspondence of  James K. 

Polk, our 11th President, is published by Vanderbilt University 

Press, and the second volume of The Papers of  Ulysses S. Grant 

appears. The State Historical Society of  Wisconsin completes 

the microfilm of  the Records of  the Socialist Labor Party of  America. 

As he was dying, Ulysses S. Grant finished his remarkable 

Memoirs. A comprehensive edition of The Papers of Ulysses S. 

Grant, the Civil War general and 18th President of the United 

States, is ongoing at the Southern Illinois University Press. 

1969
FISCAL YEAR 1969 

July 1, 1968 – June 30, 1969 

$ 350,000 30 grants 
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1970 
FISCAL YEAR 1970 

July 1, 1969 – June 30, 1970 

$350,000 35 grants 

Several new microfilm project reach completion in 1970. The 

Ohio Historical Society films the personal and official papers 

of  Warren Harding, Ohio Senator and 29th President of  the 

United States, and the American Swedish Historical Founda-

tion finishes a project to preserve the papers of  John Ericsson, 

inventor of  the screw propeller, the caloric and steam engines, 

and the ironclad ship, U.S.S. Monitor, which fought in the Civil 

War. A three-volume edition is published of The Papers of  George 

Mason, Revolutionary War patriot and Virginia governor. 

Two dozen letterpress projects and 11 microfilm projects 

receive grants, including plans for an illustrated edition of  the 

diaries, letters, lectures, and published accounts of  those people 

who are instrumental in the exploration and establishment of 

Yellowstone, the first national park in the United States. 

Photograph of Yellowstone Falls by Ansel Adams. In the 

early 1970s, the NHPRC funded Yellowstone National Park: 

Its Exploration and Establishment, an illustrated edition of 

the diaries, letters, and other papers of those men who 

instrumental to the first national park in the United States. 
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The 11th and final volume of The Susquehannah Company Papers 

is published chronicling one of  the most bizarre episodes in 

Connecticut’s history as the colony—and later, the state—pur-

sued expansion through the sea-to-sea boundaries granted in 

the Charter of  1662. Private individuals in Connecticut, orga-

nized as the Susquehannah Company, persuaded the govern-

ment to support efforts to settle the northern third of  the land 

constituting the colony of  Pennsylvania. In 1774 this area was 

organized as a county of  Connecticut, and bloody battles for it 

occurred before, during, and after the Revolution. The land 

was finally awarded to Pennsylvania in 1784, and Connecticut 

was bought off  by the Congress under the Articles of  Confed-

eration with a grant of  territory just beyond the accepted 

bounds of  Pennsylvania-Connecticut’s Western Reserve. 

Louisiana State University 

Press has published The 

Papers of Jefferson Davis, 

member of both houses 

of Congress, regimental 

commander in the Mexican 

War, Secretary of War under 

President Franklin Pierce, and 

president of the Confederacy. 

San Juan Mountains, 1848 from John Frémont’s Memoirs. 

The NHPRC supported a four-volume edition of The Expedi-

tions of John Charles Frémont, the renowned 19th century 

explorer of the American West. Reproduced from the 

original in the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery. 

The microfilm edition of  the Papers of  Daniel Webster is com-

pleted, paving the way for a print version a few years later. First 

volumes arrive of  the Papers of  Louis D. Brandeis, Supreme Court 

Justice, and the Papers of  Jefferson Davis, member of  Congress, 

Secretary of  War in the Franklin Pierce Administration, and 

President of  the Confederacy. 

New grants are awarded for letters of  New England poet 

and essayist William Cullen Bryant, edited by William Cullen 

Bryant II; the diaries of  David Lawrence Gregg, U.S. repre-

sentative to Hawaii in the mid-19th century; and the papers 

of  Andrew Jackson, seventh President of  the United States. 

1971 
FISCAL YEAR 1971 

July 1, 1970 – June 30, 1971 

$350,000 28 grants 

19 



1972
FISCAL YEAR 1972 

July 1, 1971– June 30, 1972 

$500,000 34 grants 

20 

In February 1972, Oliver Wendell Holmes retires after 36 years 

in public service, more than 10 years of  which he served as 

Executive Director of  the National Historical Publications 

Commission. 

Two special advisory committees are appointed: the Special 

Advisory Committee on the Papers of  Women, chaired by 

Elizabeth Hamer Kegan, and the Special Advisory Commit-

tee on the Papers of  American Blacks with Edgar A. Toppin 

as Chairman. These committees are charged with compiling 

lists of  names of  women and African Americans whose papers 

deserve letterpress or microfilm publication. 

A brace of  projects celebrates achievements in 1972, includ-

ing microfilm editions of  the papers of  Charles Carroll, signer 

of  the Declaration of  Independence, member of  the Conti-

nental Congress, and Senator from Maryland; Edward Everett, 

Unitarian minister, Senator and Governor of  Massachusetts, 

President of  Harvard, and Secretary of  State in the mid-19th 

century; Washington Gladden, 19th century Congregational 

Signer of the Declaration of 

Independence, senator from 

Maryland, and member of the 

Continental Congress, Charles 

Carroll of Carrollton, painted 

by Sir Joshua Reynolds c. 1763. 

A microfilm edition of his was 

published with NHPRC support 

in 1972. Thirty years later, a let-

terpress edition was published, 

entitled Dear Papa, Dear Char-

ley: The Peregrinations of a 

Revolutionary Aristocrat. 

The Documentary History of the First Federal Congress of 

the United States of America, March 4, 1789-March 3, 1791 

brings together a massive number of documents, including 

accounts of Congressional debates in the Gazette of the 

United States of America. The First Federal Congress project 

is edited at The George Washington University and published 

by The Johns Hopkins Press. 

clergyman and advocate of  Christian social action; Robert 

LaFollette, founder of  the Progressive movement, Senator and 

Governor of  Wisconsin; and Pierre Menard, fur trader, mer-

chant, and public official in late 18th- and early 19th-century 

Illinois. The first volume of The Papers of  Booker T. Washington 

is published, as are the inaugural volumes of  the papers of 

Henry Bouquet, from the French and Indian War; Joseph 

Henry, the first Secretary of  the Smithsonian Institution; and 

Leo Szilard, the physicist who was in the forefront of  the 

development of  nuclear bombs, who later became an advocate 

of  restraint. The Documentary History of  the First Congress debuts 

with the Senate Legislative Journal from 1789 to 1791. 

The Commission holds the first Institute for the Editing of 

Historical Documents in cooperation with the Center for 

Textual and Editorial Studies in Humanistic Sources at the 

University of  Virginia. Nineteen interns and 15 documentary 

editors attend. 



President Richard Nixon signs the NHPC reauthorization, 

which raises the allowable appropriations from $500,000 to 

$2 million, extends the life of  the grant program through 1977, 

and enlarges the Commission membership by two with 

representation from the Organization of  American Historians. 

E. Berkeley Tompkins takes over as Executive Director of  the 

Commission in 1973, and Annotation, the NHPC quarterly 

newsletter begins publication. 

The first volume of  the Papers of  Robert Morris, 1781–1784 

is published by the University of  Pittsburgh Press. The “Finan-

cier of  the American Revolution,” Morris was a signer of  the 

Declaration of  Independence, the Articles of  Confederation, 

and the Constitution, a powerful committee chairman in the 

Continental Congress, and perhaps the most prominent 

businessman of  the Revolutionary era. 

Robert Morris, financier of the American Revolution, 

c. 1782, portrait by Charles Willson Peale. The University 

of Pittsburgh Press has published The Papers of Robert 

Morris, 1781-1784. 

1973 
FISCAL YEAR 1973 

July 1, 1972 – June 30, 1973 

$ 500,000 23 grants 
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1974
FISCAL YEAR 1974 

July 1, 1973 – June 30, 1974 

$730,000 28 grants 

Appropriations levels have doubled since FY 1971, and the 

NHPC is able to begin funding several new projects. Grants 

are awarded for the first time to projects that will preserve 

and make available the papers of  George Washington Carver, 

Frederick Douglass, Samuel Gompers, and William Penn. 

The Advisory Committee on Women’s Papers submits a 

report to the Commission listing some 90 women and women’s 

organizations that should be published. That list includes 

many names of  projects that are published in years to come, 

such as Jane Addams, Mary Chesnut, Elizabeth Drinker, Emma 

Goldman, Margaret Sanger, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 

Susan B. Anthony. 

The George Washington Carver Papers at Tuskegee Institute 

were microfilmed through a 1975 grant, and photocopies 

of thousands of documents in other 

repositories were added to the 

collection at Tuskegee to round out 

writings by, to, and about Carver on 

science, agriculture, education, 

race, religion, and politics. 

Funding for a microfilm edition of The Papers of Daniel 

Webster preceded work on a selective edition, complete in 

15 volumes, of the prominent 19th century lawyer and 

statesman. 

Microfilming projects are 

completed on the James Buchanan 

Papers, some 20,000 items from 

the 15th President of  the United 

States. The Detroit Urban League 

Papers from 1916 to 1950 are 

preserved, providing a rich his-

tory of  the African-American 

community in the first half  of 

the 20th century, and the papers 

of  Henry A. Wallace, Progressive Party Candidate for Presi-

dent in 1948, are also saved on microfilm. The initial volumes 

of  papers from two important Americans are published: 

John Marshall, chief  Justice of  the U.S. Supreme Court, and 

Daniel Webster, the prominent 19th-century statesmen and 

nationalist. 
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A turning point in the history of  the Commission, as appro-

priations more than double. The Ford Foundation grant of 

$2 million ends after 10 years, but new money arrives from 

the Heritage Committee of the American Bicentennial Com-

mission. 

The Commission sets aside a portion of  the new funding for 

subvention grants to help presses publish volumes of  documen-

tary editions. Among the projects supported is the comprehen-

sive edition of  the Papers of  Woodrow Wilson, the 28th President 

of  the United States. Subvention money in FY 1975 will also 

help publish new volumes of  Jefferson, the Adams family, the 

First Elections, Madison, Franklin, George Washington, John 

Marshall, Henry Laurens, Frémont, Morris, Polk, Webster, 

Calhoun, Clay, Davis, Grant, and Booker T. Washington. 

New microfilm projects are funded for the papers and records 

of  educator Emily Howland, settlement worker Jane Addams, 

President Rutherford B. Hayes, Yale President and scientist 

Ezra Stiles, and others. Work is completed on microfilming the 

Millard Fillmore Papers, a record of  the 13th President. New 

Mexico also completes The Territorial Archives of  New Mexico, 

1846–1912, one of  the largest (189 rolls) Commission-spon-

sored microfilm projects. 

On December 22, 1974, Congress redesignates the National 

Historical Publications Commission as the National Historical 

Publications and Records Commission, consistent with the ex-

panded mission of  the National Archives and Records Service. 

Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the United States. 

The NHPRC helped fund the comprehensive 69-volume 

edition of Wilson’s papers and correspondence, edited 

by the legendary Arthur S. Link and published by the 

Princeton University Press. 

The legislation increases the scope of  present NHPC activities 

to include projects pertaining to the collection and preserva-

tion of  historical records in the United States, including those 

of  state and local governments and those held by private 

organizations. The law also expands the Commission mem-

bership by four, adding two representatives from both the 

Society of  American Archivists and the American Association 

for State and Local History. The new NHPRC is authorized 

to receive up to $4 million in annual appropriations. 

1975 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

July 1, 1974 – June 30, 1975 

$2,000,000 84 grants 
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1976
FISCAL YEAR 1976 

July 1, 1975 – September 30, 1976 

$ 2,500,000 98 grants 
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The Federal government changes the dates for measuring 

Fiscal Years, adding an interim quarter (July–September 1976). 

Regular appropriations for the NHPRC are $2 million, with 

an additional $500,000 for the interim quarter. 

Plans begin for a national grantmaking program for records 

in response to the congressional mandate. Governors of  all states 

and territories are asked to appoint State Historical Records 

Coordinators. States are also required to nominate State 

Historical Records Advisory Boards (SHRAB) for approval by 

the Commission. By the end of  the fiscal year, 35 states and 

territories are ready to participate in the new program. 

At its December 1975 meeting, the Commission recommends 

its first records program grant, in the amount of  $21,000 to 

the Society of  American Archivists for the preparation of  five 

basic archival pamphlets. One dozen records programs are 

funded during the first year of  the records program, including 

the Commission’s first regional records grant to survey public 

utility district records in the Northwest, and nine grants through 

SHRABs, ranging from the preservation of  records from the 

Hutchinson Mill Plantation Company in Hawaii to the preser-

vation of  the 1925 Iowa State Census. 

Frederick Augustus Muhelenberg’s letter announcing 

that Pennsylvania had ratified the U.S. Constitution, part 

of the Documentary History of the Ratification of the 

Constitution published through the State Historical 

Society of Wisconsin. 



In celebration of  the Nation’s Bicentennial, several presses 

release new publications sponsored by grants. The first volumes 

of  the Documentary History of  the First Federal Elections, Letters of 

Delegates to Congress, and the Papers of  George Washington are pub-

lished in 1976. The first two volumes of  the Documentary 

History of  the Ratification of  the Constitution, the very first NHPRC 

grantee, appear, as do initial volumes in the papers of  early 

American figures James Iredell and Nathanael Greene. Other 

Federal Era projects such as volumes of  Benjamin Franklin 

and Alexander Hamilton are published, and a three-volume 

set of  the papers of  Revolutionary War patriot and founder of 

the American Catholic establishment John Carroll is completed. 

Two microfilm editions of  Native American archives are 

completed. Jesuit missionaries in the 19th and early 20th cen-

turies had collected dictionaries, sermons, prayers, and other 

manuscripts in four Alaska Native languages—Central Yupik, 

Inupiaq, Ingalik, and Koyukon—and from more than a dozen 

tribes through the Pacific Northwest. These two editions are 

part of  the Oregon Province Archives of  the Society of  Jesus 

Indian Language Collection at Gonzaga University in Wash-

ington State. 

Frank Burke replaces E. Berkeley Tompkins as Executive 

Director. 

The Oregon Province Archives of the Society of Jesus have 

received several grants to microfilm Native American and 

Alaska Mission Collections from records held at Gonzaga 

University in Washington. TKTKTKTK 
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The year marks rapid development for the Commission’s 

records grants program, particularly in the number of  grant 

applications (179) and the amount requested ($4 million from 

35 states). NHPRC is able to award 60 grants, totaling $943,992 

for projects in 24 states and 14 national and 

Young girls with their dolls c. 1910 from the Henry Frank 

Family Photograph Collection, part of the NHPRC-funded 

Mississippi Valley Collection at Memphis State University. 

1977
FISCAL YEAR 1977 

October 1, 1976– September 30, 1977 

$3,000,000 134 grants 

regional grants totaling $297,999. These 

projects include a program at the Municipal 

Archives and Records Center of  the City of 

New York to salvage 40 million city financial 

documents from 1800–1898; a series of  two-

day workshops to provide archival training 

of  the staff  of  historical societies and small 

records repositories in Minnesota; and the 

establishment of  an archival microfilm center 

and consulting service at the New England 

Document Conservation Center in North 

Andover, Massachusetts. By the end of  the 

fiscal year, 45 states, Puerto Rico, and the 

Virgin Islands have SHRABs approved by the 

Commission for grant evaluation and other 

records program activities. 
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The balance of  the appropriated funds go to support con-

tinuing and new publication projects, as well as subvention 

grants that enable publication of  the first volumes of  the pa-

pers of  Frederick Law Olmsted, the 19th-century American 

landscape architect and city planner; an edition of Lafayette in 

the Age of  the American Revolution, the letters and papers of  the 

French statesman and Revolutionary War officer; and the 

Papers of  Benjamin Latrobe, the prominent architect and engineer. 

A three-year grant of  $156,000 from the Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation will be used for the NHPRC educational programs 

to continue three successful editorial programs, to hold regional 

meetings for editors of  documentary editions, and to continue 

publishing its quarterly newsletter, Annotation. 

The Downie Brothers Circus comes to town in 1931. 

From the North Carolina Division of Archives and 

History photographic collection of Albert Barden, 

whose work constitutes the most comprehensive 

photo collection of eastern and Piedmont North 

Carolina in the first half of the 20th century. 
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1978
FISCAL YEAR 1978 

October 1, 1977– September 30, 1978 

$3,500,000 153 grants 

28 

As appropriations climb, so do the number of  applications, 

grants, and requests—nearly $10 million for FY 1978. Records 

programs rise to $1.3 million in grants and documentary 

editing and publishing to $2.2 million, assisting projects in 36 

states and the District of  Columbia. 

Publishing grants go to seven new projects, including the pa-

pers of  Revolutionary War naval hero John Paul Jones, and 

continued support for letterpress editions, microfilming, and 

publication subventions. Papers are completed of  the North-

ern Expedition of  Stephen H. Long, who explored the upper 

Mississippi in the first decades of  the 19th century; a three-

volume edition of Circular Letters of  Congressmen to Their Constitu-

ents, 1789–1829; “Dear Master”: Letters of  a Slave Family; and the 

five-volume edition of  the Papers of  Louis D. Brandeis. Microfilm 

is completed on papers from the Temperance and Prohibition 

movements, the papers of  Aaron Burr, and five others. 

Grants for records projects go to 31 state agencies; 8 cities 

and counties; 24 colleges and universities; 14 private historical 

societies, museums and archives; 5 public and special libraries; 

Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts, received a 

grant to process, preserve, and prepare a register to the 

papers of Robert H. Goddard and Esther K. Goddard relating 

to early technical and theoretical work in rocketry. 



and a half-dozen other projects. The City of  Portland, Oregon, 

was awarded a grant for the first year of  a three-year project to 

develop model urban archives programs. Central records of 

Portland’s government appear to have been retained since the 

first council meeting in 1851. 

Nearly 30 records grantees complete their work during the 

fiscal year. Most notably, the Society of  American Archivists, 

the recipient of  the NHPRC’s first records program grant, 

publishes five manuals on basic archival techniques for 

beginning-level archivists and staffs of  small repositories. 

In consultation with State Historical Records Coordinators 

and Advisory Boards, the Commission adopts a “Statement of 

National Needs” for Historical Records in the United States. 

The statement identifies these critical needs: programs for 

preservation of  historical records; surveys of  records not in 

archival repositories; guides to historical records in U.S. reposi-

tories; education and training of  archivists and records admin-

istrators; arrangement, description, and archival processing; 

system-wide records programs at the state and local levels 

(including private records-creating organizations); and improved 

records archival techniques and tools. 

Cliff House, San Francisco (c. 1900-1905) from the Muhlman 

Collection of the National Maritime Museum. Photograph 

by Balfe D. Johnson. The NHPRC grant went to prepare safety 

film negatives from nitrate-based photo negatives in the 

museum’s collections. 
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Frederick Douglass and John Brown, from a painting by 

Romare Bearden. The Frederick Douglass Papers, a selective 

edition of the 19th century reformer, orator, and abolition-

ist, are being published through Yale University Press. 

1979
FISCAL YEAR 1979 

October 1, 1978 – September 30, 1979 

$4,000,000 158 grants 

Two landmark publications appear in 1979—the 26th and 

final volume of The Papers of  Alexander Hamilton and the first 

volume of The Papers of  Frederick Douglass. The Hamilton 

papers represent a milestone for the Commission and 20th 

century historical editing, because of  its status as a priority 

project since 1964, the first year of  the NHPRC’s grant pro-

gram. With the publication of  vol-

ume one of  the Douglass papers, Yale 

University Press launches a 

major work on the “father of  the 20th 

century civil rights movement.” In 

November 1978, 63 historical and lit-

erary editors meet in St. Louis and 

adopt a constitution for an Associa-

tion for Documentary Editing. 
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As the list of  Commission-sponsored projects lengthens, 

themes emerge. While the NHPRC remains committed to 

guiding to print the Founding Fathers’ papers and other docu-

ments from the beginnings of  American democracy, it also 

responds to scholars’ interests in women’s history, African 

American history, Native American history, and new kinds of 

social, scientific, and cultural history. 

The Records Program reflects the breadth of  those inter-

ests, and many begin to realize that state and local records are 

the most neglected class of  government archives, an untapped 

treasure worthy of  considerable attention. By the end of  the 

fiscal year, over 40 SHRABs identify their own priorities and 

needs in response to the Commission’s 1978 statement of  needs. 

The NHPRC receives 220 records applications and recom-

mends 85 projects. During that fiscal year, 120 previously funded 

projects report their accomplishments, from finding aids such 

as the Guide to the Collections of  the Norwegian-American Historical 

Association to the revitalization of  the Iowa State Archives or 

the preservation of  records from the Massachusetts Court of 

Common Pleas, 1699–1820. In FY 1979, the Commission also 

adopts a policy that encourages applications for the preserva-

tion and use of  historical photographs, and early collections 

saved include those of  the Newark Public Library (26,000 items) 

and two neighboring institutions, the California Historical 

Society in San Francisco and the Oakland Museum across the 

bay. The first MARC (Machine Readable) grant is awarded. 

Yellow Dog (Medicine Man) and his 

Squaws, from the Crow tribe, in 1883. 

NHPRC support to the Montana 

Historical Society helped to arrange, 

describe, and preserve the F. Jay 

Haynes and Jack E. Haynes collection 

of photographs (1876-1960) of several 

states and two Canadian provinces. 

In November 1978, the NHPRC publishes its Directory of 

Archives and Manuscript Repositories, which contains information 

on 3,250 institutions housing historical records. The Directory 

includes more than twice the number of  institutions listed in 

the 14-volume National Union Catalog of  Manuscript Collections 

and the Commission’s own 1961 Guide to Archives and Manuscripts. 

The Mellon Foundation awards another three-year, $165,000 

grant to the NHPRC for its educational programs. 
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1980 
FISCAL YEAR 1980 

October 1, 1979 – September 30, 1980 

$4,000,000 150 grants 

On November 15–19, 1979, the White House hosts a Confer-

ence on Library and Information Resources, which encour-

ages Congress to renew authorization and increase funding for 

the National Historical Publications and Records Commission. 

The NHPRC celebrates 15 years of  grantmaking for publica-

tions and five for records. 

After its first five years, the Records Program continues to 

grow and show results. The Commission receives 178 requests, 

totaling $5.4 million, and it funds 86 projects at $1.866 million 

in 36 states. Stemming from earlier discussions of  national 

needs, a Records Policy Conference is held in June, 1980 in 

Atlanta, with presentations such as “In Quest of  a National 

Historical Records Program.” The Commission studies its 

policies on records in five major areas: records objectives; 

function and responsibilities of  State Boards; appointment 

and composition of  State Boards; distribution of  grant funds; 

and formation of  an organization to represent the interests of 

coordinators and State Boards. In 1980, three planning con-

ferences occur on special issues: preservation and control of 

science and technology records; archival programs for tradi-

tional black colleges; and developing new programs in conver-

sation and preservation in the Western States. 

Completed projects include an archives program for the 

National Council of  Negro Women to hire an archivist for the 

The 1940 national conference of the National Council of 

Negro Women in Washington, DC. The NHPRC support 

went to preserve, arrange, and describe the records of 

the Council from 1938-59, and to plan a future archival 

program for the NCNW and affiliated organizations. 

32 



arrangement and description of  their archives dating back 

to 1938; by the end of  the NHPRC support, the Council’s 

archives are soon available for use by members, staff, and quali-

fied researchers. A grant to Yale University enables staff  from 

the Department of  Manuscripts and Archives to pull together 

records from 512 offices and administrative units and establish 

priorities for a university-wide records management program 

that covers about 65 percent of  records created by the univer-

sity. Two Commission grants in 1977 and 1979 provide funds 

for the Northeast Document Conversation Center to establish 

a Microfilm Center to answer basic questions about the viabil-

ity of  microfilm in conservation and preservation of  documents 

and to create new tools for archivists across the nation. With 

NHPRC support, the American Association for State and Lo-

cal History publishes in 1980 a primer for the field: Local Gov-

ernment Records: An Introduction to Management, Preservation, and Use. 

Alumni from the fellowship program for doctoral-level stu-

dents in American history or civilization number 60 men and 

women, and about one-fourth subsequently join editorial staffs. 

Sponsors of  the program are the Lila Wallace Fund and the 

Mellon Foundation. In support of  the Founding Fathers’ pa-

pers, Mellon provides a $425,000 grant to publish papers of 

the Adams Family, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and Wash-

ington. 

Ongoing support for publications programs continues. At 

the Commission’s meeting on February 21–22, 1980, the first 

two volumes of  the Papers of  John Jay, President of  the Conti-

nental Congress and first Chief  Justice of  the United States, 

are presented at a ceremony in the offices of  the Supreme Court. 

At the White House, President Jimmy Carter was presented 

with volume one of  the Papers of  Andrew Jackson. With support 

of  NHPRC publications grants, the American Institute of 

Italian Studies publishes a biography of  Philip Mazzei, Italian 

merchant and diplomat, who formed a close association with 

Thomas Jefferson and other prominent men of  Revolutionary 

America. Microfilm editions completed in 1980 include the 

Collected Correspondence of  Lydia Maria Child, abolitionist; the 

Isabella Beecher Hooker Project, an edition of  papers of  the leader 

of  the National Woman Suffrage Association; and a compre-

hensive edition of  the papers of  artist and scientist Charles 

Willson Peale and his family from 1735 to 1885. 

Spilling out to the sidewalks of 

Philadelphia in celebration of V-J Day, 

from the Temple University Library’s 

collection of Philadelphia Inquirer 

photographs. 
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1981
FISCAL YEAR 1981 

October 1, 1980 – September 30, 1981 

$4,000,000 176 grants 

The fiscal year begins with a conundrum over documentary 

editions and ends in chaos over the very existence of  the Na-

tional Historical Publications and Records Commission. 

In late September 1980, a committee is formed to review 

the problems of  long-term documentary editions. Of  the 50 

book editions receiving Commission support, several are pro-

jected to continue well into the 21st century, and publication 

costs have doubled since 1964, even though the Commission 

provides subvention grants of  up to $10,000 per volume. The 

committee’s report, written by Henry Graff  from Columbia 

University and A. Simone Reagor of  Radcliffe College, is sub-

mitted to the Commission and reviewed at its June meeting. 

Documentary Editing in Crisis asserts that the NHPRC’s role 

had “gradually shifted from that of  a leader in developing 

the field and a public voice of  the people working in it to that 

of  a bureaucracy concerned… with… seeking ways to stretch 

limited dollars to meet an ever-increasing demand for new 

projects.” The report takes note that the Founding Fathers’ 

projects alone, the “oldest, largest, most illustrious, and, para-

doxically, the most vexing,” annually absorb 15 to 20 percent 

of  the budget. 

Overshadowing these concerns, however, is the looming 

jeopardy over the entire grants program. President Reagan, 

as part of  a general plan to control government spending, 

proposes elimination of  Federal arts and humanities programs 

and submits a budget to Congress that provides no funding for 

the NHPRC beyond September 30, 1981. As the Commission 

faces the prospect of  being “zeroed out” or existing with 

diminished resources, measures are implemented mid-course 

to use some of  its remaining records program funds to support 

fledgling state programs. At its June 1981 meeting, the Com-

mission approves 27 grants averaging $22,000 to State His-

torical Records Advisory Boards for assessment and planning. 

The hope is that the states will proceed with their documen-

tary programs without any Federal assistance. Contingency 

Tarkto and Chug-juk, two Eskimo children, in a photograph 

from the early 1920s in the Peary-MacMillan Arctic Museum 

at Bowdoin College in Maine. The collection documents 

MacMillan’s Arctic expeditions from 1908 to 1954. 
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plans are also taken for publications, with staff  visiting a dozen 

university presidents and other officials to solicit more institu-

tional support for ongoing historical documentary editions. 

Even in these dire circumstances, the NHPRC has cause to 

celebrate the publication of Mary Chesnut’s Civil War by Yale 

University Press. The new edition of  this insightful Southern 

observer’s diaries is awarded the 1982 Pulitzer Prize for 

History. 

Brooklyn Bridge, an image from the Brooklyn Public Library, 

which received NHPRC support to make safety-base negatives 

and prints of glass plate negatives from the library’s photo 

collections documenting the social history of Brooklyn, Long 

Island, and environs, 1870-1930. 

Other notable projects completed in the fiscal year include 

the 16th and final volume of  the Plymouth Court Records, 1686– 

1859, providing an account of  life and law in Massachusetts. 

Microfilming is completed on the papers of  W.E.B. DuBois, 

one of  the most influential spokesmen for civil rights in the 

20th century and the Papers of  the Women’s Trade Union League 

and Its Principal Leaders, dating from 1905–50. 

Among the many records projects completed are guides to 

government records in Ohio and Washington State; two guides 

to city records and private archives for the City of  Baltimore; 

the final report on Archival Preservation of  Machine Readable Records 

from the State Historical Society of  Wisconsin and the Univer-

sity of  Wisconsin-Madison; and Development and Evaluation of 

New Preservation Methods for 19th Century Photographic Prints from 

the Rochester Institute of  Technology. 

Following instructions from the Office of  Management and 

Budget, the Commission begins reducing its staff  from 19 to 

11 employees. The Fiscal Year ends in uncertainty over the 

level of  appropriations for the year ahead. 
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1982 
FISCAL YEAR 1982 

October 1, 1981– September 30, 1982 

$2,500,000 65 grants 

The grants program survives, albeit with a budget that limps 

through a drawn-out process that effectively cuts funding by 

37.5 percent or $1.5 million. Because of  the uncertainty of 

funding availability, the number of  applications and grants di-

minish. In addition, as the result of  a Federal government re-

duction-in-force, the Commission staff  loses three slots and now 

stands at eight full-time and two part-time employees. 

Despite these travails, good work progresses. The year saw 

publication of  a landmark series, Freedom: A Documentary History 

of  Emancipation, 1861–1867, examining documentation of  black 

life in the years between the beginning of  the Civil War and 

the advent of  Reconstruction. The first volume, The Black 

Military Experience, features haunting letters, such as this one 

written by the mother of  a black Union soldier to President 

Abraham Lincoln: 

Excellent Sir 

My good friend says I must write to you and she will send it My 
son went in the 54th regiment. I am a colored woman and my 
son was strong and able as any to fight for his country and 
the colored people have as much to fight for as any. My father 
was a Slave and escaped from Louisiana before I was born morn 
forty years agone I have but poor edication but I never went to 
school, but I know just as well as any what is right between 
man and man.… They tell me some do you will take back the Proc-
lamation, don’t do it. When you are dead and in Heaven, in a 
thousand years that action of yours will make the Angels sing 
your praises I know it. Ought one man to own another, law or 
not, who made the law, surely the poor slave did not. So it is 
wicked, and a horrible Outrage, there is no sense in it, because 
a man has lived by robbing all his life and his father before 
him, should he complain about the stolen things found on him 
are taken. Robbing the colored people of their labor is but a 
small part of the robbery their souls are almost taken, they 
are made bruits of often. You know all about this 

Will you see that the colored men fighting now, are fairly treated. 
You ought to do this, and do it at once. Not let the thing run 
along meet it quickly and manfully, and stop this, mean cow-
ardly cruelty. We poor oppressed ones, appeal to you, and ask 
fair play. 

Yours for Christs sake 
Hannah Johnson 

July 31, 1863 
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The first volume is nominated for a Pulitzer Prize the following 

year. Other noteworthy publishing events include the first vol-

ume of The Papers of  George Catlett Marshall, soldier (including 

Army Chief  of  Staff, 1939–45), and later Secretary of  State 

(1947–49), Secretary of  Defense (1950–51), and creator of  the 

Marshall Plan for postwar Europe. The selected letters of  abo-

litionist and defender of  women’s rights Lydia Child are pub-

lished by the University of  Massachusetts Press, and microfilm 

editions appear of  the papers of  the innovative American film-

maker D.W. Griffith and the papers of  William Plumer and 

son, two New Hampshire political figures (1778–1854). 

On the records side, most of  the attention in 1982 focuses 

on the planning process undertaken by some of  the State 

Historical Records Advisory Boards. They are asked to speci-

fically address strategies for (1) state government records, (2) 

local government records, (3) historical records repositories, 

and (4) such functions of  statewide importance as conservation 

services, education and training, archival and records manage-

ment, advisory and assistance services, and program coordina-

tion. States are adapting not only to higher standards in the 

field, but to opportunities and challenges presented by new 

technologies. 1982 sees the completion of  a joint, multiyear 

project to develop a computerized system for the description 

of  public records in three Midwestern states. The Midwest Guide 

Project, under the direction of  Max Evans at the State Histori-

cal Society of  Wisconsin, marks the first multiyear test of 

interstate archival compatibility through a shared database 

and platform. 

Technical advances in another category are undertaken 

through a grant to Temple University to gather information 

about the condition and nature of  newspaper photographs and 

to prepare archival guidelines that would be useful to newspa-

per photo departments and research collections. Drawing on 

surveys from 17 metropolitan daily newspapers, the Associated 

Press and United Press International, and six archives with news 

photo collections, archivist Judith Felstein submits her report, 

News Photograph Collections: A Survey of  Newspaper Practices and 

Archival Strategies. 

From a tintype made in the 1870s, Big John of the Suquamish 

tribe, part of the Historical Photography Collection, Univer-

sity of Washington, supported through a 1980 grant. 

Anti-Slavery Medal, 1838. Freedom: 

A Documentary History of Emancipa-

tion, is a highly selective edition of 

documents pertaining to black life 

in the years between the beginning 

of the Civil War and the advent of 

Radical Reconstruction, taken from 

the records of Federal and Confeder-

ate agencies in the National Archives. 
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Staff  reductions from the previous two 

Poster announcing the appearance years lead to restructuring and a re-
of the African American leader analysis of  both the records and publi-
Marcus Garvey in Washington, DC. cations programs. In Atlanta, the Com-
A selective edition of The Marcus 

mission meets with state coordinators 
Garvey and Universal Negro 

in June, 1983, to discuss the condition 
Improvement Association Papers, 

of  state records programs in four areas: 
drawing extensively from U.S. 

state archives, local records programs, 
government archives, is being 

nongovernmental repositories, and published through the University 
statewide functions and services. Im- of California Press. 
pressed by the early results of  its first 

round of  assessment grants to 27 states, to accept efforts by the Society of 

the NHPRC awards similar planning American Archivists to establish a pro-

grants to an additional 13 states in FY gram of  accreditation. State govern-

1983
FISCAL YEAR 1983 

October 1, 1982– September 30, 1983 

$3,000,000 110 grants 

1983. With coverage of  40 states, and 

the prospect that the rest will soon follow, the Commission will 

have supported a major national program, unmatched in scope 

since the Works Progress Administration’s Historical Records 

Survey of  the 1930s. 

The Atlanta conferees make a number of  recommendations 

in each of  the four assessment areas. Among the major con-

clusions are the need for unification of  state records and ar-

chives programs, with oversight for local government records. 

State Historical Records Coordinators and Boards should 

develop public awareness of  the value of  historical records 

repositories, and nongovernmental repositories are encouraged 

ments should authorize and define 

their role in documentary heritage programs; a national 

clearinghouse should exist to share information and ideas; 

and the conference calls for national legislation “authorizing 

and defining the Federal Government’s role in the planning, 

development, and promotion of  historical records program-

ming in the United States.” 

As assessment and planning captures the focus for the 

NHPRC’s work, other records projects stream in, including a 

report on Kentucky’s regranting to 38 city and county govern-

ments, the preservation of  church records in Minnesota from 

the past 130 years, a guide to the Cherokee Nation Papers at 
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the University of  Oklahoma, and a guide to the architectural 

records of  Boston and environs. 

In 1983, the Commission made grants in support of  nearly 

50 publications projects, including two new ones: a compre-

hensive microfilm edition of  the papers of  Charles Sumner, a 

leading abolitionist Senator from Massachusetts, and a book 

edition of  the Diary of  Elizabeth Drinker, a Philadelphia Quaker 

who wrote about crucial social and political upheavals of  the 

Revolutionary and early National eras. In recognition of  the 

NHPRC’s leadership, the Ford Foundation makes a one-year 

$200,000 grant to the Women’s History Consortium and the 

Afro-American Editing Consortium. 

The Women’s History projects—the papers of  Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony (University of  Massa-

chusetts), the papers of  Jane Addams (Duke University), and 

the papers of  Emma Goldman (University of  California, 

Berkeley)—join together in a collective effort to pull together 

the far-flung documents and publish the works of  these no-

table American women. 

The Afro-American Editing consortium focuses on the 

papers of  Frederick Douglass, the Black Abolitionists, the 

Freedom project’s history of  emancipation, and Marcus Garvey, 

leader of  the 1920s mass movement, the Universal Negro 

Improvement Association. At its peak, the UNIA had nearly a 

thousand chapters in over 40 nations, and Marcus Garvey 

promoted African independence and African American social, 

economic, and political self-reliance. The first volumes of  the 

Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association Papers 

are published in 1983 by the University of  California Press. 

Other new publications projects in 1983 include microfilm 

editions of  the papers of  the 19th President of  the United States, 

Rutherford B. Hayes; a companion volume to the earlier 

A page from The Journals of the Lewis 

and Clark Expedition, published by 

the University of Nebraska Press, 

includes a spectacular Atlas of the 

Expedition among its 11 volumes. 

papers of  the American Federation of  Labor, and the Draper 

Manuscripts, drawn from the papers of  historian Lyman 

Copeland Draper, which focus on the trans-Allegheny West 

from settlement in the 1740s through the War of  1812. 

Princeton University Press publishes Political Correspondence and 

Public Papers of  Aaron Burr, Revolutionary War soldier, U.S. Sena-

tor, and the third Vice President of  the United States. Atlas of 

the Expedition, first volume of The Journals of  the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition, rolls off  the University of  Nebraska Press. 

Historian Gordon Wood, reviewing the latest volume of 

The Papers of  Thomas Jefferson in the Washington Post on March 

23, 1983 writes of  documentary editions as national treasures. 

“Their publication for the use of  future generations will be 

an enduring mark of  just what kind of  people we are.” 
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1984 
FISCAL YEAR 1984 

October 1, 1983– September 30, 1984 

$4,000,000 157 grants 

The National Archives and Records Administration and the 

National Historical Publications and Records Commission 

celebrate their 50th anniversary and acknowledge that the 

agency and its grantmaking arm owe a great debt to the efforts 

over several decades by J. Franklin Jameson and other scholars, 

government leaders, and citizens who saw and acted upon the 

pressing need to save the nation’s documentary heritage. 

Congress restores funding to the FY 1981 level of  $4 million. 

Two other landmarks occur in FY 1984: the 20th anniver-

sary of  NHPRC’s grants program, and the 10th year since 

“Records” were officially added to its bailiwick. Nearly 400 

individual volumes and 50 documentary editions have been 

supported, along with more than 150 microform editions, to-

taling nearly 6,000 reels. From the papers of  the patriots who 

founded the nation to projects on the fight for suffrage, civil 

rights, art, business, labor, science, politics and military affairs, 

the publications program offers a unique record of  America’s 

past. The Commission has become a major moving force in 

the effort to save valuable state and local government records, 

to preserve deteriorating historical photograph collections, and 

to provide training for archivists, curators, conservationists, and 

others who preserve historical records. Most important of  all, 

the program has motivated state and local, public and private 

organizations and institutions to assess the magnitude of  the 

historical records and archives program and develop strategies 

for action. 

In an expansion of  policy, the Commission votes to sponsor 

a special program to gather, preserve, and publish materials 

pertaining to Native American tribes in five areas: combined 

records management and archival programs for current tribal 

governmental records; preservation of  legal and historical files 

assembled by law firms engaged in tribal litigations; micro-

publication of  records pertaining to one tribe; training work-

shops; and a major finding aid to Native American materials 

in repositories of  the U.S. The first grant under this new 

direction goes to a comprehensive edition of  5,600 items from 

45 collections records of The Papers of  the Society of  American 

Indians. 

On occasion, NHPRC grants uncover what was once thought 

lost. A 1982 assessment survey of  Chicago and Cook County 

by the Illinois State Archive reveals that no archival program 

or record management systems were in place. A two-year grant 

from the NHPRC led to the revival of  the long-dormant Cook 

County Local Records Commission, and by 1984 some 104,000 

cubic feet of  city and county records had been scheduled. A 

most significant discovery occurs when city council records 

dating from 1833 are recovered, after most believed that those 

dating before 1871 had been destroyed by the Great Chicago 

Fire of  1871. The trove of  records, about 1,500 cubic feet, 

document virtually every element of  city business, even the 

original vote of  incorporation filed on September 5, 1833. 
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Among numerous other records programs supported in 

1984 are grants to the Nantucket Historical Association for 

preserving their documentary heritage dating back to the early 

18th century, from the Island’s days as a major center for 

whaling to its transition to a summer holiday spot off  Cape 

Cod. The University of  Pittsburgh receives funds to preserve 

copies of  negatives in the photographic collection of  the 

Archives of  Industrial Society, and money to the Birmingham 

Public Library helps it establish a records management/archives 

program for the City and a model for other cities and towns 

throughout Alabama. 

Several publications projects celebrate milestones in the 50th 

anniversary year. At its June 1984 meeting, the Commission 

approved funding to publish the papers of  J. Franklin Jameson, 

the man so instrumental in the founding of  the National Ar-

chives and the Commission. Work is completed on the papers 

of  Morehouse College president and champion of  civil rights 

John Hope and his wife, Lugenia Burns Hope, founder of  the 

Atlanta settlement house, the Neighborhood Union; the corre-

spondence, speeches and other papers of  John Ireland, first 

archbishop of  the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of  St. Paul 

and leader of  the liberal wing of  the American Catholic estab-

lishment; the papers of  Dr. Carlos Montezuma, a major pan-

Indian leader and fighter for Native American rights; and 

the papers of  Revolutionary War General Friedrich Wilhelm 

von Steuben. 

TKTKTK A grant to the University of 

Pittsburgh helped to make preserva-

tion copies of cellulose nitrate nega-

tives in the Archives of Industrial 

Society. 

The final volume of The Booker T. Washington Papers and 

the final volume of The Expeditions of  John Charles Frémont are 

published by the University of  Illinois Press. Louisiana State 

University Press brings to closure the Mississippi Provincial 

Archives: French Dominion by publishing the final two volumes of 

archival materials, 57 years after the first volume appeared. 

The NHPRC also celebrates two new volumes of The Papers of 

Dwight David Eisenhower, covering Ike’s tenure as president of 

Columbia University, 1948–1950. 

In September, 1984, Executive Director Frank Burke is as-

signed to a temporary position within the National Archives, 

and Richard A. Jacobs becomes Acting Executive Director. 

Even bigger changes arrived at the turn of  the fiscal year the 

following month. 
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1985 
FISCAL YEAR 1985 

October 1, 1984 – September 30, 1985 

$4,000,000 153 grants 
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Independence for the National Archives is secured on October 

19, 1984, when President Ronald Reagan signs P.L. 98-497, 

establishing the National Archives and Records Administra-

tion as an independent Federal agency, effective April 1, 1985. 

Archivist Robert M. Warner also announces his resignation, 

effective April 15, 1985. After Warner’s resignation, Frank 

Burke, former Executive Director of  the NHPRC becomes 

Acting Archivist and ex officio chairman of  the Commission. 

Preservation, access, and use are three goals of  the NHPRC’s 

grantmaking programs. In 1985, several publications projects 

bring to new light the work of  notable Americans. Microfilm-

ing is completed on the Jane Addams Papers, a comprehensive 

edition of  over 120,000 documents from more than 1,000 

collections around the world of  this champion for the rights of 

children, Progressive Era reform leader, and winner of  the 1931 

Nobel Peace Prize. Field notes, notebooks, vocabulary cards, 

photographs, sketches, correspondence and other documents 

make up the collection of  the Washington Matthews Papers. 

Dr. Matthews, an army surgeon stationed in the American West 

in the late 19th century, became a major figure in the first 

generation of  self-taught anthropologists who studied Native 

American life and languages. The Papers of  Charles Bessey, the 

renowned botanist and president of  the American Association 

for the Advancement of  Science, are completed. The Univer-

sity of  Oklahoma Press publishes a two-volume edition of The 

Papers of  Chief  John Ross, the influential Cherokee leader who 

led his tribe to Oklahoma after resistance to Federal removal 

policies failed. 

Children gather around Jane Addams at the celebration of 

the 40th anniversary of Hull House in 1930. Originally 

drawn together for a microfilm edition, the Jane Addams 

Papers are now being edited at Duke University to provide a 

portrait of this Progressive Era reform leader and 1931 

Nobel Peace Prize recipient. 



During 1985, the NHPRC issues a report on automation 

and technology—from optical readers to alternative publish-

ing techniques. In addition to these more indirect means of 

support, the Commission’s publishing subventions, begun in 

1975, total nearly $1.5 million over 10 years, helping 28 differ-

ent presses. 

Records grants, now totaling more than $14 million since 

the program began, continue to help build and unify a dis-

jointed field. At the October 1984 Commission meeting, the 

chairman appoints four members to work with a dozen state 

coordinators to address needs across the nation. The primary 

outcome of  these discussions is the need for national coordina-

tion to publicize the breadth and depth of  America’s records 

and archives programs. In light of  the recent independence of 

the National Archives and the upcoming celebration of  the 

Bicentennial of  the U.S. Constitution, the committee felt con-

ditions favored such a national public awareness campaign. 

Some projects of  note in 1985 include a major study of  con-

servation needs in state archives. Through a $16,500 grant to 

the National Association of  Government Archives and Records 

Administrators, the Oklahoma Department of  Libraries is con-

tracted to survey all states and conduct in-depth studies of  10 

states to gain firsthand knowledge of  their programs. The final 

report finds the conservation problem to be “massive” and notes 

that even those state archives with active preservation efforts 

are facing mounting backlogs. The project director, Howard 

Lowell, concludes that the cost of  a thorough program to ad-

dress state archives conservation and preservation efforts over 

the next decade would be about $123 million. The case for 

local preservation efforts is equally dire. The NHPRC assists 

the City of  Boston to begin to address its municipal archives 

and records management program. Boston, unlike most of 

America’s oldest cities, has never had a municipal records pro-

gram, resulting in the loss of  major groups of  records. A grant 

of  $115,000 enables Boston to establish the post of  city archi-

vist, survey records, lay plans for action, and publish a report 

of  findings and recommendations. 

In a piece appearing in the September 17, 1985, edition of 

Parade magazine, President Ronald Reagan echoes the impor-

tance of  America’s documentary heritage: 

I have great hope for the children of America, that they too 

will read the works of Madison and Monroe and Washington and 

Jefferson and Adams and Hamilton. For in their letters to each other 

and in their essays, in their arguments and in their opinions, 

all so passionately stated, the image of an age can be discerned. 

It is the image of our great nation, the United States of America. 

The Chicago White Sox pose by a 

Denver and Rio Grande passenger car 

and the Arkansas River at Hanging 

Bridge, in the Royal Gorge, Colorado, 

1910. Research and development for 

the Western History photography 

collection (photoswest.org) was 

funded, in part, by the NHPRC. 
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1986 
FISCAL YEAR 1986 

October 1, 1985 – September 30, 1986 

$4,000,00 144 grants 

The Commission adopts several significant changes in its 

records program during 1986 stemming, in part, from its con-

ference in January on a “National Historical Records Program.” 

A group of  experts debates various possibilities for such a na-

tional program, including an expanded NHPRC, an Ameri-

can version of  the Canadian Council of  Archives, and a pri-

vate organization modeled on the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. In June, the State Coordinators Conference takes 

up the matter, urging the formation of  a coalition of  archivists, 

documentary editors, and others to push forward the concept. 

Other records program activities include an NHPRC-sponsored 

conference to consider archival standards for collections of  con-

gressional papers; the continuation of  an advisory role in the 

use of  computers, such bibliographic utilities as the Research 

Library Information Network (RLIN) and the Online Com-

puter Library Center (OCLC); and appropriate and compat-

ible software platforms for archivists and records managers 

across the nation. 

A grant to the National Congress of  American Indians 

allows the organization to convene a national conference to 

promote interest in and awareness of  Native American records 

programs. Changes in the Commission’s Native American Ini-

tiative follows the two-day meeting in Harpers Ferry, co-spon-

sored by the Smithsonian’s Native American Museum Program, 

and attended by representatives of  several leading Native 

American organizations. The Commission adopts new poli-

cies, including the use of  Native Americans as panelists for 

Cudjoe Lewis, last survivor of the final slave ship 

“Clotilda” which reached the United States in 1859. Lewis 

lived in Alabama until 1935, and this image is from the 

University of South Alabama, which received funding to 

preserve and make available negatives from the Erik 

Overbey Collection. 

projects dealing with Native American records and archives; 

asking the State Historical Records Advisory Boards for needs 

assessments on tribal archives; and recognizing Native Ameri-

can traditions of  oral histories as eligible for grant support. 

The overall demand for assistance with records programs 

continues to outstrip Commission resources. In 1986, 119 

requests for $5.7 million arrive, and NHPRC awards 85 

grants for $1.9 million for records programs across the coun-

try, from Oregon State Government records to the collection 

of  19th century documentary heritage at the University of 
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Arkansas; from the records created during the archaeological 

dig of  historic St. Mary’s City in Maryland to the Southwest 

Oral History Association in Bryn Mawr, California. 

Budget pressures force the Commission to examine its pub-

lications program through a conference of  publishers, editors, 

and archivists. Among the topics discussed is a proposal to cre-

ate a national trust for documentary heritage with an endow-

ment of  up to $100 million (half  appropriated funding/half 

private-sector support). The conferees also recommended sev-

eral ideas for project editors and the Commission to more 

broadly publicize historical documentary editions in an effort 

to expand their distribution and use. 

Several publications projects bear fruit in 1986. The papers 

of  the Wisconsin Progressives—John R. Commons, Richard 

Ely, Charles McCarthy, Edward A. Ross, and Charles Van Hise-

are preserved on microfilm through the State Historical Soci-

ety of  Wisconsin. The Papers of  William Penn, founder of  Penn-

sylvania and champion of  religious toleration, civil liberties, 

and ethnic pluralism, is completed in five volumes published 

by the University of  Pennsylvania Press. The University of 

Arizona Press publishes the first volume of  a series entitled Docu-

mentary Relations of  the Southwest: Civil-Military, which chronicles 

life in the Southwest from 1570 to 1820, and the first volume 

of  The Sam Gompers Papers, covering the life of  the first presi-

dent of  the American Federation of  Labor, is published by the 

University of  Illinois Press. Correspondence, journals, manu-

scripts, notes, drawings, and photographs of  and by conserva-

tionist John Muir, founder of  the Sierra Club, appear on 51 

reels of  microfilm and 53 microfiche. 

The Commission staff  produces Historical Documentary 

Editions, a catalogue of  NHPRC-supported and endorsed 

publications, and in anticipation of  the bicentenary of  the 

Constitution, the Commission is pleased to support not only 

the long-standing Founding Fathers papers, but documentary 

histories of  the Ratification of  the Constitution, the First Fed-

eral Elections, and the First Federal Congress. On February 7, 

1986, in a ceremony at the Supreme Court, the Commission 

presents the newly published first volume Documentary History 

of  the Supreme Court of  the United States, 1789–1800, and chair-

man pro tempore Frank Burke notes James Madison’s observa-

tion about citizens’ rights to their government records: 

[T]he right of freely examining public characters and measures, 

and of free communication thereon, is the only effectual guardian 

of every other right. 

John Muir on the trail to Hetch 

Hetchy with the Sierra Club (1909). 

A microfilm edition of the John Muir 

Papers brought together nearly 

10,000 items from 40 repositories 

of and by the founder of the Sierra 

Club and proponent of expanding 

the national part system. 
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1987
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

October 1, 1986 – September 30, 1987 

$4,000,000 130 grants 

For the 20th consecutive year, the Commission awards fellow-

ships at supported (or endorsed) publishing projects for doc-

toral-level students of  American history and civilization. More 

than 75 men and women have gone through the program by 

1987, and one-third of  those subsequently chose careers in 

historical editing. For the third year in a row, fellowships are 

also awarded for nine-to-ten months of  advanced training in 

archival administration for persons who possess both archival 

work experience and graduate training. 

In 1987, the publications program launches a Campaign 

for Documentary History. The NHPRC mails its new catalog, 

Historical Documentary Editions, to more than 13,000 colleges, 

universities, libraries, historical societies, and other individuals 

and institutions. In February, it sponsors a major conference 

of  editors, historians, librarians, and publishers to examine a 

host of  issues surrounding documentary publishing. A staff 

survey reveals an alarming drop in sales from the first volume 

of  series to more recent volumes, and price increases have 

exacerbated the problem, despite considerable investment 

through publishing subventions. The conferees suggest new 

strategies, including promoting historical documentary editions 

for classroom use, securing private-sector support, and other 

marketing schemes. 

The Papers of  Salmon P. Chase—U.S. Senator from and 

gov-ernor of  Ohio, secretary of  the Treasury under Abraham 

Lincoln, and Chief  Justice of  the U.S. Supreme Court—are 

preserved on microfilm, as are supplementary materials on 

the papers of  Andrew Jackson, our seventh President. Other 

microfilmed editions include the ships’ papers and other 

documents of  John Paul Jones, Revolutionary War captain of 

the Bonhomme Richard, and The Papers of the Society of American 

Indians, the first pan-Indian reform organization, which thrived 

The University of Tennessee is editing a 

selective edition of the papers of the 

seventh President of the United States, 

Andrew Jackson. 
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during the Progressive Era. A selective edition of  approximately 

30,000 text and graphics items from The Franklin Institute and 

the Making of  Industrial America are recorded on microfiche, 

giving scholars access to correspondence, committee reports, 

lantern slides, photographs, and drawings from the Industrial 

Revolution, with emphasis on shipbuilding, steelmaking, the 

Wright Brothers’ aircraft, gas lighting, and other aspect of 

science and technology. 

At the first meeting of  the fiscal year, the Commission unani-

mously endorses the “National Policy Statement on Our Docu-

mentary Heritage,” proposed by the ad hoc Annapolis Com-

mittee, a group that had met in that city in September 1986 to 

follow up on discussions from the steering committee of  the 

State Historical Records Coordinators annual meeting. The 

Annapolis Committee calls for the establishment of  a Docu-

mentary Heritage Trust of  the United States (clearly modeled 

on the National Trust for Historic Preservation), a Federally 

chartered trust eligible for both public and private funding for 

activities related to historical records. The Commission then 

awards a $25,000 grant to the Association for Documentary 

Editing for a six-month project to begin initial planning. 

Another initiative proposed by the State Coordinators, 

a clearinghouse for records information, comes closer to real-

ization with the publication of  a feasibility study, Information 

Resources for Archivists and Records Administrators, prepared 

under the auspices of  the National Association of  Government 

Archivists and Records Administrators (NAGARA). This ef-

fort ultimately leads to the Archives and Records Information 

Coalition. Other important records projects in 1987 include a 

report on the status of  microfilming standards in state archives 

and records management agencies. In February 1987, at a press 

conference at the National Archives, another NAGARA report 

is released. Preservation Needs in State Archives observes that of  the 

one million plus cubic feet of  records in the states, “physical 

deterioration is accelerating at an alarming and irreversible 

rate,” or as the companion summary report states in its title: 

We Are Losing Our Past. 

In another effort to stem the tide, the Commission begins 

awarding “regrants” awards to state agencies. Pennsylvania and 

Hawaii are the first recipients of  multiyear funds for making a 

series of  smaller grants to local organizations within the state. 

In Pennsylvania, $187,000 is directed at the state’s colleges and 

universities for institutional archives and records management. 

A dozen colleges and universities are assisted, including a joint 

archival inventory project between Marywood College and the 

University of  Scranton, and an archive for Lincoln University, 

the oldest Historically Black University in the United States, 

turned up a broadside that describes protests over the 1857 

Dred Scott Decision. In Hawaii, $150,000 goes to promote 

surveying and collecting of  ethnic records, with an initial focus 

on the Chinese, Okinawan, African American, and Hawaiian 

ethnic communities. The project leads to the establishment of 

a series of  Basic Conservation Care Workshops held on every 

major island throughout the state. 

A comprehensive microfilm edition of correspondence, 

writings, ship papers and other Papers of John Paul Jones 

was made possible with a grant from the NHPRC. 
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1988 
FISCAL YEAR 1988 

October 1, 1987– September 30, 1988 

$4,000,000 149 grants 

On December 4, 1987, Don Wilson becomes Archivist of  the 

United States. Frank Burke, who had been Acting Archivist 

since 1985, returns for another stint as the NHPRC’s Execu-

tive Director. Richard Jacobs, who had been Acting Executive 

Director, moves to a policy position for the new Archivist. Burke 

writes of  his stint, “One of  the things that impressed me most 

about my recent 3-year assignment was the perspective that it 

gave me on the National Archives and Records Administration 

and how it fits into, or relates to, the archival/historical/records 

management community nationwide and, indeed, worldwide… 

The experience… clarified in my mind the position and pro-

spective role of  NHPRC-within NARA and in external activi-

ties peculiar to its own mission.” 

During the course of  the fiscal year that mission expanded. 

Reauthorization legislation changes the NHPRC in several 

ways. Commission membership is reduced from 17 to 15, and 

Congress mandates that both the Association for Documen-

tary Editing and the National Association of  Government Ar-

chives and Records Administrators are represented. The legis-

lation also explicitly states that the Commission may “conduct 

institutes, training and educational programs, and recommend 

candidates for fellowships related to the activities of  the Com-

mission and may disseminate information about documentary 

sources through guides, directories, and other technical func-

tions.” Reauthorization also raises the ceiling on allowable ap-

propriations from $5 million to $10 million by FY 1993. 

In conjunction with Oryx Press, the NHPRC publishes a 

second edition of  the popular Directory of  Archives and Manuscript 

Repositories in the United States. The new edition includes 1,300 

more entries than its predecessor published a decade earlier. A 

revised catalog of Historical Documentary Editions is also distrib-

uted, and the Commission launches an initiative to preserve 

and publish records documenting the immigrant experience in 

America. 

Through private-sector support, fellowships in editing and 

archival administration continue, as does the Institute for the 

Editing of  Historical Documents at the University of  Wiscon-

sin. Publishing subventions allow some 20 titles to roll off  the 

presses. For the first time, support goes to softcover editions: 

The Diary of  William Maclay and Other Notes on Senate Debates, which 

provides an inside account of  the wranglings of  the First 

Congress, and Advice After Appomattox: Letters to Andrew Johnson, 

1865–66, which illustrates the President’s dilemma in the 

immediate aftermath of  the Civil War. 

The Records of  the Johns Hopkins University Seminar of  History 

and Politics is published, making accessible the proceedings of 

one of  the more important programs in historiography. The 

Hopkins “Seminary” began in 1877 and went through 1912 

as an informal gathering of  graduate students who met on 

Friday evenings for discussions with faculty and eminent visit-

ing historians, including such luminaries as Herbert Baxter 

Adams, Frederick Jackson Turner, and Woodrow Wilson. 
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A five-volume edition of The Papers of  William Livingston is also 

completed in 1988, preserving the works of  the Revolutionary 

patriot, confidante of  George Washington, and long-time 

Governor of  New Jersey. The University Press of  New England 

publishes a two-volume edition of The Correspondence of  Roger 

Williams, the papers of  the founder of  Rhode Island, propo-

nent of  religious freedom, and diplomat to Native Americans. 

Shortly after the beginning of  the fiscal year, the State 

Historical Records Coordinators meet in Boston to endorse a 

national policy statement for U.S. documentary heritage and a 

12-point national historical records program. Among the points 

is the desire for “A strong partnership between the national 

historical records program and the states to deal with funda-

mental needs that can best be approached within a state frame-

work.” Staff  works with the coordinators and other units in the 

National Archives on issues that affect non-Federal historical 

records and archives, and with other branches of  the Federal 

Government to help coordinate existing grant and advisory 

programs pertaining to historical records. 

Among the 1988 projects supported are a study by the Im-

age Permanence Institute of  the Rochester Institute of  Tech-

nology on the degradation of  photographic film; an assessment 

by Harvard College of  the current state of  archival descriptive 

strategies; the publication of  seven manuals on archival topics 

by the Society of  American Archivists; and two reports on the 

Commission’s Native American initiative and Federal support 

for the development of  archival programs in museums. State 

projects continue to grow at different rates. In FY 1988, Florida 

and South Carolina finish and issue assessment reports, while 

Idaho and New Mexico receive funding to begin their assess-

ments of  state records. Rhode Island received a grant of 

$114,022 to establish an active State archival program, and 

Soladaderas—women soldiers—from the Mexican Revolution, part of the Eugene C. 

Barker Texas History Collection at the University of Texas at Austin. NHPRC support 

went to arrange, describe, preserve, and make accessible images from the Robert 

Runyon Photograph Collection which documents the Mexican Revolution’s impact on 

the borderland region. 

Utah is granted $116,996 for an 18-month project to develop 

an automated information system about archives and records 

holdings in the state, as part of  the Research Libraries Infor-

mation Network (RLIN) nationwide database. 

Executive Director Frank Burke resigns on August 3, 1988, 

to accept a teaching position at the University of  Maryland. 

NHPRC Director of  the Publications Program Roger Bruns 

becomes Acting Executive Director. 
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1989 
FISCAL YEAR 1989 

October 1, 1988 – September 30, 1989 

$4,000,000 103 grants 
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Return of  the Native, Part II. In January 1989, Richard Jacobs 

returns to the NHPRC becoming its Executive Director. He 

had previously served as Acting Executive Director from Sep-

tember 1984 to December 1987. 

Shortly after the creation of  the records program in 1975, 

the Commission calls upon the States to establish State His-

torical Records Advisory Boards (SHRABs) to provide a state 

review mechanism for proposals submitted to the NHPRC. But 

the Commission also envisions a role for the SHRABs to de-

velop state historical records plans. In 1981, anxious at the pros-

pect of  diminished or zero funding in the next fiscal year, the 

Commission sets aside $600,000 to finance 27 statewide records 

plans. In the past eight years, all but four of  the states have 

received planning grants, and in 1989, Idaho, Indiana, and 

Missouri complete their assessments. Growing evidence from 

those state assessments and other research points to the dra-

matic need of  funding to reach a truly national records pro-

gram that can meet fully the problems faced by various states 

in records preservation and archives management. The situa-

tion will only get worse in the years ahead when new technolo-

gies allow for the creation and retention of  much more data 

and information. 

Thomas Edison made this entry in his notebook on August 

31, 1871 on an Automatic Translating Printing Machine for 

telegraphy, from The Papers of Thomas E. Edison, Vol. 1, 

Johns Hopkins University Press. 



Nearly $6.4 million in requests arrive, and $2.2 million in 

grants depart. During FY 1989, the Commission funds 53 

new records programs, among them, an award to the Research 

Libraries Group to expand the Research Libraries Informa-

tion Network (RLIN) from the current seven participating state 

archives to six new states, the city of  New York, and the Dis-

trict of  Columbia. The NHPRC also participates in several 

national initiatives, notably the National Conference on the 

Development of  Statewide Preservation Programs (which go 

beyond archives and records to include all heritage preserva-

tion); the continued development and enhancement of  the U.S. 

Machine-Readable Cataloging (USMARC) formats and stan-

dards for archival description; and the Common Agenda for 

History Museums. 

The publications side of  the house experiences an equally 

busy year. On May 12–13, 1989, Dartmouth College and the 

University Press of  New England celebrate the completion of 

the Daniel Webster Papers by hosting a symposium on the re-

nowned 19th century statesman. Dartmouth had sponsored the 

documentary edition of  the works of  its celebrated alumnus 

since 1957, with the first grant coming from the National His-

torical Publications Commission in 1965. The New England 

Press published the 15-volume set, at the rate of  roughly one 

new book annually. Chief  Justice of  the United States William 

Rehnquist gives the keynote address at the Dartmouth shindig. 

The Papers of  Benjamin Henry Latrobe are completed, as is a one-

volume edition of  the journals of  Benjamin Brown French, a 

witness to life in Washington in the early 19th century. The 

Making of  an Inventor, first volume of  a planned 15–20 volume 

edition of  the Thomas Edison Papers, rolls off  the Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 

Several other notable projects reach milestones in 1989. 

Charles Sumner (1811–1874) is probably best remember 

the Republican Senator from Massachusetts who advoca 

abolition before the Civil War and radical reconstruction of 

the South afterwards; an NHPRC grant funds a microfilmed 

edition of  26,000 letters from 200 repositories around the world 

of The Papers of  Charles Sumner. Microfilming is completed as 

well on the Papers of  John Peabody Harrington in the Smithsonian 

Institution, 1907–57. Harrington was a noted ethnologist and 

linguist of  Native American tribes, and the 750,000 documents 

is the largest collection of  anthropological field notes at the 

Smithsonian. Last, but not least, microfilm is wrapped up on 

The Papers of  Martin van Buren, governor, U.S. senator, Secretary 

of  State, Vice President, and 8th President of  the United States. 

The Commission receives $3.33 million in publications 

requests and is able to fund $1.95 million for new and con-

tinuing projects, documentary editing fellowships, and four 

publishing subvention grants. 
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1990 
FISCAL YEAR 1990 

October 1, 1989 – September 30, 1990 

$5,000,000 137 grants 

The NHPRC establishes an Award for Distinguished Service 

in Documentary Preservation and Publication, and on Novem-

ber 2, 1989, at a ceremony co-sponsored by the Association for 

Documentary Editing and the State Historical Records Coor-

dinators, Arthur S. Link, the George Henry Davis professor of 

American History at Princeton University and director of  the 

Papers of  Woodrow Wilson, is its first honoree. The Wilson papers 

began publication in 1966 and the last of  69 volumes would 

complete the project in 1994. Archivist Don Wilson calls the 

project “a model of  editorial precision,” and cites it as one of 

the “landmark scholarly achievements of  our time.” 

The festive mood of  the occasion is bolstered by the increase 

in appropriations to $5 million after many years of  hope. The 

fiscal year marks the 25th anniversary of  Commission 

grantmaking, and in May, the 50th year since Harry met Tom, 

that is, when President Harry Truman received the first vol-

ume of  the Jefferson papers, thereby setting in motion the 

activation of  the National Archives’ grantmaking program. 

Tempering the celebration, however, is the knowledge that even 

with the increase the current budget has less than half  the 

purchasing power in constant dollars than the 1975 appropria-

tions. Funding would also be offset at the end of  the year by 

a $70,000 recission mandated through the 1.4 percent Gramm-

Rudman-Hollings sequester. 

Nevertheless, the NHPRC pushes on. Products from prior 

years’ grants arrive, including several guides to local archives 

and repositories in Arlington County, Virginia; Boulder, Colo-

rado; Lauderdale County, Mississippi; and Chester County, 

Pennsylvania. Idaho and Indiana submit their assessment and 

plans for preserving their documentary heritage, and the Maine 

State Historical Records Advisory Board receives $31,150 to 

conduct their statewide assessment. New York is awarded 

$230,406 and South Carolina $150,000 to support statewide 

regrant programs. Kentucky begins a project to describe the 

state’s oral history collections; Colorado conducts local archi-

val workshops across the state; Texas helps local governments 

use micrographic technologies; and Mississippi surveys the pa-

pers of  20th-century African Americans in the state. 

Local government records, one of  the richest sources for 

historical, economic, and legal research, continues to present a 

preservation and access challenge. In its 1989 report, Principles 

for Management of  Local Government Records, NAGARA recognizes 

the interrelated roles of  local government officials and state 

archives and records management, and historically, NHPRC 

has tried to strike a balance among national, state, and local 

organizations in its funding. Since making its first local gov-

ernment grant in the mid-1970s, the NHPRC has funded 

over 125 local government-related projects at all levels, and 

the nascent regrant program is an evolutionary step in the 

federalism necessary for a national archives and records sys-

tem. In 1990, local government programs in Johnson County, 

Kansas; Gloucester, Massachusetts; and Los Angeles County 

receive direct funding. 
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Robert Mills sketch for the design of a national monu-

ment to George Washington is part of a microfilm edition 

of this American architect and engineer whose career 

spanned the first half of the 19th century. 

Other parts of  the national system of  archives and records 

are the institutions that work directly in preserving documen-

tary heritage and making it available for use by researchers, 

scholars, and other curious citizens. Commission support in 

1990 enables the Julliard School, for instance, to establish its 

own archives for its performing arts programs. A grant to the 

University of  California, Berkeley, helps set up a records 

management program for the Sierra Club. Appalshop, an arts 

organization in rural Kentucky, finds the most appropriate 

approach for preserving their visual collections, and Little Big 

Horn College in Montana is able to preserve approximately 

1,500 cubic feet of  records of  the Crow tribe. 

Publication is another means of  preservation and access. 

Ongoing and new project support and publishing subventions 

reach $1.78 million in 1990. Noteworthy completed projects 

include the Letters of  Eugene V. Debs. Labor reformer and five-

time Socialist candidate for president of  the United States, Debs 

made his strongest showing in the election of  1920, gaining 

3.4 percent of  the popular vote (almost one million people), 

despite the fact that he was in jail at the time for advocating 

noncompliance with the draft in World War I. The Papers of 

Robert Mills are preserved in a microfilm edition; Mills had 

designed the George Washington Monument in Baltimore and 

also won the design competition of  the Washington Monument 

in the nation’s capital, though he would not live to see that 

project’s completion. 

Another means of  preservation and access is the growing 

field of  electronic records. At its February 1990 meeting, the 

Commission endorses the staff  report on electronic records 

issues. The report recommends five categories of  activities for 

support, projects that 1) include archival components as part 

of  larger system designs to assure preservation of  historically 

valuable information; 2) involve archival and research commu-

nities in development of  standards for data management and 

preservation; 3) strengthen archival capabilities for electronic 

records systems; 4) address topics such as technology forecast-

ing, records appraisal, documentary editions in electronic form, 

and the connection of  Federal and state information policy; 

and 5) enable surveys, acquisition, preservation, and access to 

older data sets or systems in present danger of  loss. 

Apache prisoners in Arizona Terri-

tory from the Buehman Collection. 

A grant to the Arizona Historical 

Society helped to preserve a col-

lection of vintage glass negatives 

depicting Tucson and southern 

Arizona from 1870 to 1930. 
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1991
FISCAL YEAR 1991 

October 1, 1990 – September 30, 1991 

$5,250,000 140 grants 

Gerald W. George replaces Richard Jacobs as Executive Di-

rector of  the Commission on January 13, 1991. George is 

former director of  the American Association for State and Local 

History, and one highlight of  his decade-long tenure at AASLH 

was the creation of  the National Information Center for Local 

Government Records, a project made possible, in part, by a 

1986 NHPRC grant. George inherits a program whose budget 

increases for the second year in a row, although by a modest 

five percent. In FY 1991, the NHPRC receives a total of  210 

applications requesting just over $11 million, and it is able to 

fund less than half  of  that request. 

The NHPRC meets three times in FY 1991 for application 

review and policy discussions. Electronic records are a new 

and special focus for 1991, and NHPRC funds several pro-

jects, including state archival organizations in Maryland, Maine, 

Mississippi, North Carolina, and the Buffalo and Erie County 

Historical Society to implement MARC AMC (Machine Read-

able Cataloging Archival and Manuscripts Control) records into 

state- or county-wide bibliographical networks. The Univer-

sity of  Pittsburgh receives a grant to continue an advanced 

institute on electronic records and strategic planning for chief 

administrators of  state government archives. In January 1991, 

a Working Meeting on Research Issues in Electronic Records 

is held in Washington, DC. Sponsored by the Minnesota His-

torical Society, the meeting is to develop a research agenda for 

archival electronic records issues. 

New Mexico and Puerto Rico complete their archival needs 

assessments in 1991, and Tennessee and West Virginia receive 

funding to begin theirs. Louisiana establishes a local govern-

ment records program through NHPRC support, and Florida 

begins a two-year regrants program focusing on archival and 

In 1991, the final volume of the comprehensive edition of 

The Papers of Henry Clay, statesman, presidential candidate, 

and Secretary of State, was published by the University 

Press of Kentucky. 
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manuscript materials relating to state and local history. Several 

colleges and universities undertake institutional archival 

projects, including the University of  Michigan; Queens Col-

lege of  Charlotte, NC; the University of  North Carolina; the 

Eastman School of  Music at the University of  Rochester; and 

the Oregon State System of  Higher Education for each of  its 

eight campuses. 

In 1991, the Commission marks the 20th anniversary of 

its annual, two-week training institute at the University of 

Wisconsin on techniques of  editing. Of  the 100 alumni of  the 

program, a significant number have gone on to work at editing 

projects sponsored by NHPRC. 

Several of  those projects reach their conclusion in 1991, 

perhaps none more noteworthy than the completion of  the 

Clay Papers project. A comprehensive edition of  the papers 

and correspondence of  the 19th-century statesman, Presiden-

tial candidate, Secretary of  State, and leader of  the Whigs, 

The Papers of  Henry Clay began publication in 1959 and reaches 

its conclusion in 10 volumes published by the University of 

Kentucky Press. Other projects are a comprehensive edition 

of The Diary of  Elizabeth Drinker, an affluent Philadelphia Quaker, 

whose writings reflect the role of  women and the family, and 

the Society of  Friends, in the late 18th and early 19th centu-

ries. The Documentary History of  the First Federal Congress 

project publishes a look at the sometimes raucous history be-

Poster announcing a lecture by Margaret 

Sanger, 20th century social reformer. 

New York University is editing The Selected 

Papers of Margaret Sanger. 

hind Creating the Bill of  Rights, now a standard part of  the li-

brary for constitutional lawyers. The papers of  the 19th 

century’s preeminent advocates of  women’s rights to the vote, 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, are edited and 

preserved on microfilm through a project at the University of 

Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Dr. H. G. Jones, curator of  the North Carolina Collection at 

the University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill, receives the 

second NHPRC Distin-guished Service Award. Archivist Don 

Wilson praises Jones’s work in North Carolina as president of 

the Society of  American Archivists, and as a member of  the 

Commission, in addition to his two books on archival science, 

Local Government Records and The Records of  a Nation. 
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1992 
FISCAL YEAR 1992 

October 1, 1991– September 30, 1992 

$5,400,000 141 grants 
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For the third year in a row, the NHPRC’s budget goes up, even 

as the pace of  growth slows down. Requests remain consistent 

at roughly $11 million, leaving about half  of  the projects’ bud-

gets unfunded. Commitments to long-term documentary edi-

tions and publication subventions continue to eat most of  the 

available funding for publishing; subventions alone in 1992 reach 

$286,690, enabling the production of  25 different volumes. 

Some previously funded projects celebrate milestones in 1992. 

The Black Abolitionist Papers, edited by C. Peter Ripley and 

published by the University of  North Carolina Press, are com-

pleted in five volumes. The project itself  stretched back to 

NHPRC-funded microfilming of  14,000 documents in 1981, 

and by its conclusion, the selective edition tells the story of  Af-

rican American abolitionists through their letters, essays, and 

other documents dating from the 1830s through the end of  the 

Civil War. 

At a reception at the U.S. Capitol on February 20, 1992, 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, Senator Harris Wofford of  Pennsyl-

vania, Archivist Don W. Wilson, and other guests celebrate the 

publication of Called to Serve, the first volume of The Papers of 

Martin Luther King, Jr., a selective edition of  speeches, sermons, 

correspondence, and other papers of  America’s foremost leader 

of  the 20th century civil rights movement. The first volume 

covers King’s early life and includes a letter written in 1944 

when he was a junior in high school. “As we gird ourselves to 

Martin Luther King delivers the “I have a dream” speech. 

A selective edition of The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

are being published through the University of California 

Press. 



defend democracy from foreign attacks,” he wrote, “let us see 

to it that increasingly at home we give fair play and full oppor-

tunity for all people.” 

In November 1991, Louis R. Harlan, Distinguished Profes-

sor of  History at the University of  Maryland, received the third 

Distinguished Service Award from the Commission. While a 

Ph.D. student at Johns Hopkins University, Harlan had been 

sparked to study race relations and southern history after hear-

ing a guest lecture by John Hope Franklin. Harlan went on to 

become the editor (with Raymond Smock) of The Booker T. Wash-

ington Papers, a 14-volume edition published from 1972 through 

1984 by the University of  Illinois Press. 

Two major studies have an impact in 1992 on the field of 

documentary editing and the role of  the Commission. Using the 

Nation’s Documentary Heritage is the report of  the Historical Docu-

ments Study commissioned in cooperation with the American 

Council of  Learned Societies. Sources used in that study in-

clude a survey of  1,394 members of  historical and genealogi-

cal organizations, and it examines how historical researchers 

gain access to sources and encounter obstacles. Not since Walter 

Rundell’s study In Pursuit of  American History (1970, also NHPRC-

funded) have historical researchers been the subject of  rigor-

ous scrutiny over their research and training, and the Histori-

cal Documents Study concludes that too many researchers are 

haphazardly trained, cannot afford to travel to sources, rely 

upon libraries ill-equipped to bring sources to their attention, 

and face other obstacles that reduce the usefulness of  docu-

mentary resources. 

The Council of  State Historical Records Coordinators is-

sues a report of  their own, requesting the NHPRC to increase 

grants to the states to implement plans created after the assess-

ment process and to expand the regrants program. In the case 

of  “active” SHRABs, they recommend awarding regrant funds 

on a non-competitive formula basis. In 1992, Florida receives 

a second year of  support for its regrant program, and the State 

Historical Society of  Wisconsin is funded $250,000 for a two-

year regrant program focused on revitalizing the state’s local 

government records program. Pennsylvania receives funding 

for a statewide electronic records, and Rhode Island for a local 

government records program throughout the state. NAGARA 

publishes A New Age: Electronic Information Systems, State Govern-

ments, and the Preservation of  Electronic Records, a portent of  the 

future. 

Reception room from the entrance 

door, the Hedrich-Blessing office, 

1936. The Chicago Historical Society 

received funding to preserve, pro-

cess, and make accessible the corpor-

ation’s collection of architectural 

photographs (1929-1969), consisting 

of approximately 175,000 negatives 

and 160,000 prints. 
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1993
FISCAL YEAR 1993 

October 1, 1992 – September 30, 1993 

$5,000,000 100 grants 

Prior to the 1992 election, Congress passes and the President 

signs an appropriations bill that cuts funding by 7 percent for 

FY 1993. Facing reauthorization during the fiscal year, the 

Commission votes to divide the cut evenly between publica-

tions and records, fund no proposals for new editing projects, 

and postpone subventions. 

In a ceremony in November, former Archivist of  the United 

States Robert Warner receives the 1992 Distinguished Service 

Award. Under his chairmanship, the Commission began its 

groundbreaking effort to help states assess records conditions 

and needs. Presenting the award to Warner is Archivist Don 

Wilson, who resigns later that year on March 24, 1993. Trudy 

Huskamp Peterson becomes Acting Archivist and Acting Chair 

of  the Commission the following day. 

Leadership transition occurs in the middle of  the reauthori-

zation process as the NHPRC is taking measure of  its accom-

plishments. By 1993, its grantees had completed some 227 

projects in documentary editing, with 45 additional projects in 

process. Taken together, the grantees have produced more than 

700 volumes of  published historical materials and 9,000 reels 

of  microfilm. The Commission’s work also includes grants for 

archives and records management in all 56 state and territorial 

governments, dozens of  municipalities, nonprofit organizations, 

colleges, and universities to build an information infrastruc-

ture of  the United States. In 1963, before the NHPRC began, 

a dozen states had no state archivist; nine had no program at 

all for managing permanently valuable records, and 14 had no 

coordinated program for managing local records. Through its 

grantmaking for publications and records, NHPRC has helped 

fund a national archives and records system. The Council of 

State Historical Records Coordinators, however, submits a re-

port Recognizing Leadership and Partnership, an effort to “obtain a 

nationwide overview of  state archival and records management” 

for the first time since 1963’s American State Archives survey by 

Ernst Posner. The report cites the major progress made in de-

veloping an infrastructure, but also sends a warning that most 

state programs “face chronic difficulties of  too little money, not 

enough staff, a growing volume of  records, accelerating tech-

nical complexities in the ways records are created, and rising 

demands for service.” 

The NHPRC awards an even 100 grants and tracks the 

results of  scores of  projects around the country. As if  to dem-

onstrate the efficacy of  grantmaking, a number of  significant 

works culminate in 1993. Arthur Link’s 69-volume compre-

hensive edition of The Papers of  Woodrow Wilson is completed 

by Princeton University Press. The University of  Illinois Press 

publishes The Letters of  Jessie Benton Frémont, daughter of  Sena-

tor Thomas Hart Benton and wife of  explorer-politician John 

Charles Frémont, a woman whose papers reflect the history of 

America from the 1840s to the turn of  the century. Equally 

propitious is the publication of  the first volume of John Franklin 

Jameson and the Development of  Humanistic Scholarship in America. 
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The cover of The Letters of Jessie Benton Frémont, with 

a portrait by T. Buchanan Read, 1856. The University of 

Illinois Press published this edition of the letters and 

memoirs of the daughter of Senator Thomas Hart Benton 

and wife of explorer-politician John Charles Frémont. 

The Jameson papers trace the work of  the American historian 

instrumental in the development of  history as an academic 

profession in the United States. Jameson also played a leading 

role in the creation of  the National Archives, the National His-

torical Publications Commission, the American Historical As-

sociation, the American Council of  Learned Societies, and the 

Dictionary of  American Biography. 

As part of  its efforts to preserve state and local archives, docu-

ments, and records, the Commission awards a grant to the Na-

tional Governors’ Association to assist state executive branches 

and legislators in developing clearer laws for defining public 

records regardless of  their format or medium and to recom-

mend policy improvements stipulating the responsibilities of 

public officials for creating and maintaining records. A grant 

to the International Institute of  Municipal Clerks addresses the 

problem from the other end by developing a comprehensive 

records management workshop for training its membership. 

Alabama receives funding for its regrants program, and the 

Oregon State Archives is awarded funding to survey records of 

all 36 counties and in the state archives and to create a MARC 

AMC database. Grants through Archival Programs in Local 

Government support records management in Philadelphia and 

Kingsport, Tennessee, and funding through the Native Ameri-

can Initiative helps the Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux in South 

Dakota establish its archives program. From saving the photo-

graphic archives of  the Chinatown Museum in New York to 

helping the University of  California, San Francisco, establish 

archives of  AIDS-related agencies, NHPRC grants stretch from 

coast to coast. 
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1994 
FISCAL YEAR 1994 

October 1, 1993 – September 30, 1994 

$5,250,000 120 grants 

The little agency with big impact makes up a portion of  its 7 

percent decline in the previous year by securing a 5 percent 

increase. Reauthorization through FY 1997 is also secured. 

The Federal Funders Group, representing several agencies 

that make grants to archives, libraries, and other institutions 

dealing with primary source materials, begins meeting in 1992 

to discuss common concerns related to the use of  electronic 

media for preservation and access. The group consists of  the 

NHPRC, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 

National Science Foundation, and the U.S. Department of 

Education, and it works with the Coalition for Networked 

Information, the Commission on Preservation and Access, and 

other experts to develop and issue guidance in 1994 for grant-

ees on converting research materials to electronic forms. 

Instead of  adopting and enforcing standards for technologies 

and practices in a state of  rapid evolution, the group’s objec-

tive is to support creation and management of  digital materi-

als in a manner that anticipates the need for periodic techno-

logical refreshment and conversion. The question of  digital 

preservation and access (especially online) will continue to play 

out in policy circles over the next decade or longer. 

The Commission funds a handful of  electronic records 

projects in 1994, including a grant to the Society of  American 

Archivists to create and publish 10 case studies to address 

electronic records (“born digital” and “re-born digital”) and 

the use of  information technologies in archives. In addition, 

a significant number of  NHPRC records access grants have 

components that use computerized description and process-

ing, including MARC ACM projects at the Massachusetts 

Institute of  Technology and for the railways archives of  the 

Chesapeake and Ohio Historical Society. 

As NARA and the NHPRC undertake their own internal 

strategic planning, the Commission awards a number of  grants 

to the states for planning their own archives and records growth 

and development. Fifteen states receive planning grants, and 

Maine and Utah are awarded regrant dollars. The City of 

Miami is awarded $110,000 to develop and implement a 

comprehensive archives and records management program. 

As with every year, requests ($12.5 million) top grants ($5.25 

million) by more than double. 

After a one-year hiatus, subvention grants return, enabling 

the publication of  volumes from the documentary histories of 

Ulysses S. Grant, Samuel Gompers, Jefferson Davis, Dwight 

Eisenhower, Thomas Edison, Diego de Vargas, Salmon P. 

Chase, Robert Morris, George Washington, and the First 

Federal Congress. The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
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Commission publishes the final volume of  the Papers of  Henry 

Bouquet, who helped capture Fort Duquesne in the French and 

Indian War, defeated the Delaware at the Battle of  Bushy Run, 

and played a major role in opening the western frontiers of 

Pennsylvania before the Revolutionary War. 

At its November 1993 meeting, the Commission honors 

Dorothy Porter Wesley, a pioneer in the preservation of  docu-

mentary sources for African American history, as its fifth re-

cipient of  the Distinguished Service Award. Dr. Porter served 

on the District of  Columbia Historical Records Advisory Board, 

advisory committees for the documentary editions of  Booker 

T. Washington, Frederick Douglass, and the Black Abolition-

ists, and helped build the Moorland-Spingarn Collection of 

Afro-American Life and History at Howard University. 

Executive Director Gerald George steps down at the end of 

the fiscal year. Nancy Sahli serves as Acting Executive Director 

for the next nine months. 

Members of the Mochida family in Hayward, California await 

an evacuation bus to take them to an internment camp for 

Japanese Americans during World War II. Photograph by 

Dorothea Lange. A grant went to the University of California 

for the first year of a project to prepare collection-level 

cataloging records for the 3.25 million photographs which 

make up the Bancroft Library Pictorial Collections. 
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1995 
FISCAL YEAR 1995 

October 1, 1994 – September 30, 1995 

$9,000,000 111 grants 

Despite the sudden appearance of  $9 million in appropriations, 

total funds available for competitive awards actually decline in 

FY 1995 to $4.75 million. The remainder of  the funding is 

earmarked by Congress for three projects: $2 million for the 

Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Library at Boston College; $2 million 

for the Robert H. and Corrine W. Michel Congressional Edu-

cation Fund at the Dirksen Congressional Center in Illinois; 

and $250,000 for a national teachers’ institute on the Consti-

tution in Portland, Oregon. 

Given these constraints, once again NHPRC emphasizes the 

importance of  collaboration with state boards awarding one 

dozen grants through the SHRABs for planning projects. Three 

states are awarded funds for regrants projects: Kansas, to pre-

serve local government records through microfilm; Michigan, 

to assist community-based organizations through workshops, 

consultancies, and basic preservation grants; and South Caro-

lina, to improve preservation and access for the state’s manu-

script repositories and non-government archives. Another grant 

to South Carolina enables the state university with the first 18 

months of  a 3-year project to address scholarly and technologi-

cal issues involved in new approaches for access to historical 

documentary editions over the Internet. This project will later 

develop into the Model Editions Partnerships. 

Another project to improve documentary editing is a new 

edition of  a Guide to Documentary Editing, originally published in 

1987 by The Johns Hopkins University. The State Historical 

Society of  Wisconsin co-sponsored with the University of 

Daguerreotype portrait of Alice James (1848-1892), the 

younger sister of the novelist Henry James and psycholo-

gist and philosopher William James, part of a collection 

preserved at Harvard University. 

Wisconsin the annual Institute for the Editing of  Historical 

Documents. By 1995, the Institute has trained more than 400 

novice documentary editors, historians, archivists, and librar-

ians. 

Some of  the people who went through NHPRC-sponsored 

professional education go on to serve in archives and libraries 

for state and local government and in nongovernmental orga-

nizations. In 1995, the Commission funds 17 records access 

projects at colleges and universities, historical societies, librar-

ies, tribal organizations, and nonprofits. Every year these 

projects reflect the diversity and depth of  the documentary 

heritage located in niches and pockets of  the American experi-

ence. For example, a grant preserved some 3,700 daguerreo-

types at Harvard; another helps the Miami Tribe of  Oklahoma 

reclaim tribal legacies scattered in repositories in Oklahoma, 

Kansas, Missouri, and Indiana, where the Miami people trav-

eled before their forced relocation to the Indian Territory; and 
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a third grant goes to the Georgetown Visitation Monastery in 

Washington, DC, to arrange and describe records dating from 

1799 of  the oldest Catholic girls’ school and second-oldest com-

munity of  religious women. 

1995 proved a red letter year for publications. Two radical 

leaders—Emma Goldman and Mother Jones—have papers 

preserved through Commission grants. Over 20,000 items are 

microfilmed, drawn from the collections of  the International 

Institute for Social History, the New York Public Library, the 

Mug shot of Emma Goldman, anarchist and reformer. A 

microfilm edition of her papers was published in 1995, and 

the University of California is editing The Emma Goldman 

Papers, a letter press edition in multiple volumes. 

National Archives, the Library of  Congress, and other institu-

tions, to preserve the Papers of  Emma Goldman, anarchist, and 

early 20th century advocate of  free speech, birth control, 

women’s equality, and labor rights. Another hell-raiser, Mary 

Harris “Mother” Jones, the labor agitator most closely associ-

ated with the struggles of  coal miners at the turn of  the 20th 

century, had her papers collected and printed in three volumes 

by the University of  Pittsburgh Press. 

The publication of  a two-part volume, Architectural Drawings 

of  Benjamin Henry Latrobe, brings the Latrobe project to a suc-

cessful conclusion after 25 years. Latrobe, the architect who 

designed over 100 private residences and public buildings, 

as well as Philadelphia’s water system and steam engines in 

Pittsburgh, was a leading creative figure in the early years of 

the Republic. The Latrobe project, edited by the Maryland 

Historical Society’s Edward C. Carter II and published by 

Yale University Press, is a highly illustrated edition of  journals, 

correspondence, and other papers along with three volumes 

of  designs, watercolors, and sketches. 

The sixth recipient of  the Distinguished Service Award is 

Charles Lee, former director of  the South Carolina Depart-

ment of  Archives, state historic preservation officer, president 

of  NAGARA, the National Conference of  State Historic Pres-

ervation Officers, and the Society of  American Archivists. 

Dr. Lee served on the Commission from 1975 through 1979 

and provided leadership in developing the records program and 

establishing a network of  state historical records coordinators 

and advisory boards. 

On June 1, 1995, John Carlin is appointed Archivist of  the 

United States and becomes the Chairman of  the National 

Historical Publications and Records Commission. Gerald 

George returns for another stint as Executive Director. 

Mother Jones, labor agitator and 

reformer, who took up the cause of 

coal miners in the early 20th century. 

The Papers of Mother Jones were 

published by the University of 

Pittsburgh Press. 
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1996 
FISCAL YEAR 1996 

October 1, 1995 – September 30, 1996 

$5,000,000 95 grants 

The budget returns to the $5 million mark, and NHPRC 

continues with its promulgation of  America’s documentary heri-

tage. One of  two major focal points is the Commission’s part-

nership with the State Historical Records Advisory Boards to 

fund statewide projects to save historical documentation and 

make it accessible for the public. The other effort is a demon-

stration project in documentary publishing called The Emerging 

Nation which uses skilled staff, volunteers, and historians to pub-

lish documents in multiple packages—from an historical docu-

mentary edition in three volumes to classroom kits for users 

ranging from foreign policy scholars to grade school children. 

The partnership with the states has evolved over the years 

from building up the infrastructure to providing project-based 

support, planning grants, and regrant funding. By the end of 

FY 1996, NHPRC funds totaling $2.75 million have gone to 

17 states, which in turn supported 483 projects in state and 

local government archives, libraries, and historical societies, 

universities and colleges, and other organizations. State and 

local institutions have contributed $2.8 million to support these 

projects, including $871,500 in matching funds raised by the 

SHRABs. 

In 1996 alone, five states receive partnership funding for 

regrants: Florida, to support education and training for archi-

vists and records managers; Georgia, to create three model 

multi-government records service centers, improve local gov-

ernment records programs, and provide education and train-

ing; North Carolina, to assist archives in local governments, 

historically black colleges, and other nonprofits; Vermont, to 

support small repositories, training, research, and basic pres-

ervation; and Virginia, to support preservation throughout 

the Commonwealth and to develop a disaster preparedness 

The signature page from the definitive Treaty of Paris, 1783, 

part of the early diplomatic history captured in The Emerg-

ing Nation: A Documentary History of the Foreign Relations 

of the United States Under the Articles of Confederation, a 

three-volume documentary collected edited by the NHPRC 

staff. 
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manual. The Council of  State Historical Records Coordina-

tors publishes Maintaining State Records in an Era of  Change, which 

analyzes progress in our nation’s “other” national archives: the 

records in the states. 

The Emerging Nation: A Documentary History of  the Foreign 

Relations of  the United States under the Articles of  Confederation, 1780– 

1789 is published, a most unusual experiment in the history of 

the NHPRC. The FRUAC project, as it was called around the 

shop, is the result of  a staff-directed effort to research, collect, 

assemble (with the aid of  volunteers), and edit (with the aid of 

three editorial consultants) a historical documentary edition 

that filled a lacuna in the understanding of  our early American 

government. The Emerging Nation is published in discreet parts: 

a three-volume documentary edition assembled from 8,000 

documents from early U.S. diplomatic history; a reader for 

college and university classroom use; and an educational kit to 

be used in grade schools. 

The Emerging Nation history of  U.S. diplomacy during the 

Confederation Period complements a number of  ongoing 

projects that trace the development of  the Federal Government. 

In addition to the documentary history projects of  the Found-

ing Fathers papers, NHPRC supports a documentary history 

of  the First Federal Elections, 1778–1790; the Ratification of 

the Constitution; the first decade of  the U.S. Supreme Court; 

letters of  Congressmen to their constituents from 1789–1829; 

and the First Federal Congress, 1789 –1791. During the fiscal 

year, the Congressional project reaches a milestone by com-

pleting the series on Debates in the House of  Representatives. 

The editing process reveals just how thoroughly interpretation 

of  the brand new Constitution permeated debates, even on 

seemingly non-controversial issues. As James Madison observed, 

“Among other difficulties, the exposition of  the Constitution 

is frequently a copious source, and must continue so until its 

meaning on all great points shall have been settled by prece-

dent.” 

At a festive lunch in the Archives on February 27, 1996, 

John Carlin presents the Commission’s 1995 Distinguished 

Service Award to Dr. Carol K. Bleser. She is lauded for her 

contributions to American history and documentary scholar-

ship at Clemson University, and for her work as commissioner 

on the NHPRC from 1982–1990 as the representative of  the 

American Historical Association. Bleser is also the author of 

The Promised Land: A History of  the South Carolina Land Commission, 

1869–1890; The Hammonds of  Redcliffe; and Tokens of  Affection: 

The Letters of  a Planter’s Daughter in the Old South, among other 

volumes. Later that year, Senator Mark Hatfield of  Oregon is 

given the eighth annual Distinguished Service Award “for his 

lifelong, numerous, and distinguished contributions to Ameri-

can history as a university teacher, an accomplished author, 

a two-term member of  the Commission, and a devoted 

advocate within the U.S. Senate 

for the national archival and cul-

tural institutions on whose collec-

tions the study, understanding, 

and appreciation of  American 

democracy depends.” 

The National Archives and the 

NHPRC join the information 

revolution by launching the 

NARA web site, and on June 28, 

1996, the Commission goes 

online. 

The ENIAC (electronic numerical 

integrator and computer) took up 

a room measuring 30' x 50'. The 

University of Pennsylvania, Phila-

delphia, PA received funding to 

preserve trial records relating to 

the development of the world’s 

first digital electronic computer. 

65 



1997
FISCAL YEAR 1997 

October 1, 1996 – September 30, 1997 

$5,000,000 104 grants 

At its November 1996 meeting, the Commission seeks to 

simplify and streamline its Strategic Plan. The revisions raised 

concerns in the field. Meeting again in February 1997, the 

Commission accepts a resolution to delay implementation in 

order to receive comments from the field. Some objections raised 

by constituents stem from the cycle of  flat appropriations over 

several years for the NHPRC. 

In June 1997, with unanimity, the members of  the Com-

mission pledge to commit up to 60 percent of  its appropriated 

funds to these three purposes, reserving 40 percent for other 

documentary editions and publishing subventions, access to 

records projects, and education programs. The new Strategic 

Plan compromise would be implemented fully beginning in FY 

1999. The Great Compromise of  1997 effectively sets the stage 

for future programming, committing the majority of  funds for 

eight long-term projects, the network of  state historical records 

agencies, and electronic records programs. 

In meeting its goals for strengthening the capacity of  the 

SHRABs, the Commission awards 10 planning grants in FY 

1997, bringing the four-year total to 34 states and a shade over 

$1 million. The key issue running through the completed plans 

deals with a limited public understanding of  the values and 

uses of  historical records and the problems associated with con-

tinual preservation and access. Other issues are the lack of 

readily available educational programs for those working with 

historical records, and the challenge of  electronic records and 

the complexity of  formats. 

Funds for regranting go to South Carolina and Texas, bring-

ing the total to one dozen states that had received over $1 mil-

lion in the past four years for these purposes. Records access 

projects go to 20 different organizations for diverse purposes. 

The Denver Museum of  Natural History, for example, receives 

a grant to preserve a historically important collection of  Alaska 

ethnographic photographs from the 1920s. The New York City 

Department of  Records and Information Services will be able 

to transfer two-million feet of  film created by WNYC-TV to 

video, and the Rhode Island School of  Design will establish an 

archives and records management program for their institu-

tion. 

Electronic Records project support goes to six organizations. 

State archives in Alaska, Maine, and Mississippi are awarded 

funds to deal with electronic records issues, and the Philadel-

phia Electronic Records Project receives funding for the third 

and final year of  development of  comprehensive recordkeeping 

policies and standards for the city’s information technology 

systems. In the spring of  1997, the University of  Michigan 

issues a report entitled Electronic Records Research and Development 

that credits the NHPRC for taking the lead in electronic records 

issues for archives. “It is technically possible to create and main-

tain reliable and authentic electronic records,” the report finds. 

But it also identifies specific kinds of  necessary research and 

development, for 

The problems of electronic records management and preservation 

are becoming increasingly urgent, even with the significant progress 

in research and archival program development during the past 

five years. Electronic records will soon represent the primary form 

of documentation in many organizations. By keeping electronic 

records issues as one of its top priorities, NHPRC will send an 

important message about the seriousness of this problem for our 

nation’s documentary heritage, build on its significant investments 

in electronic records research, and help enhance the capabilities 

of archives to preserve digital information. 
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Over the past four fiscal years (1994–1997), the Commission 

has awarded 22 electronic records grants totaling $1.45 mil-

lion in 15 states. 

The Model Editions Project, a bridge between print and 

electronic preservation, receives funding for the second half  of 

a three-year project to bring documentary editions alive on the 

Web. The project is part of  the Commission’s overall plan of 

support, and in 1997, the NHPRC awards $1.2 million to the 

eight projects from the Founding Era and an additional $1.68 

million for all other publications and subventions. Additional 

Petition of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and 

others asking for an amendment to the Constitution that 

shall prohibit several States from disenfranchising any of 

their citizens on the grounds of sex. The Stanton/Anthony 

Papers are being edited at Rutgers, The State University of 

New Jersey. 

funding goes to projects to improve the state of  documentary 

editing through fellowships and training. 

In April 1997, the Society for History in the Federal Gov-

ernment awards its Thomas Jefferson Prize to NHPRC staff 

members Mary Giunta and Dane Hartgrove for their work on 

The Emerging Nation. This three-volume collection is one of 

many NHPRC-sponsored editions to receive honors from simi-

lar organizations over the past several years. Projects document-

ing the works of  don Diego de Vargas, Emma Goldman, Jane 

Addams, Jefferson Davis, James Madison, and Freedom: A Docu-

mentary History of  Emancipation are among the awardees over the 

past four years. Two new projects debut in 1997: the first vol-

ume of The Papers of  Robert A. Taft, Senator from Ohio and 

three-time Republican candidate for President of  the United 

States, and the first volume of The Selected Papers of  Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, whose names are synonymous 

with women’s suffrage. 

F. Gerald Ham receives the NHPRC Distinguished Service 

Award at the annual meeting of  the Society of  American Ar-

chivists in Chicago. Dr. Ham was for 25 years the State Archi-

vist of  Wisconsin and for a time taught archival courses at the 

University of  Wisconsin; many of  his students went on to work 

in repositories throughout the country and abroad. 
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1998 
FISCAL YEAR 1998 

October 1, 1997 – September 30, 1998 

$5,500,000 104 grants 

As the new year begins, the NHPRC undergoes a leadership 

change. Gerald George becomes Director of  the National 

Archives Policy and Communications staff, and Roger Bruns 

becomes Acting Executive Director of  the Commission. In 

August 1998, Ann Clifford Newhall is appointed Executive 

Director. 

For fiscal year 1998, appropriations increase to $5.5 million. 

Funding continues in the pattern certified through the Strate-

gic Plan. Nine states are awarded funding for statewide plan-

ning, and four SHRABs in Florida, Georgia, Maine, and Ne-

vada are approved for regrants programs. An example of  the 

planning process can be seen through The Ohio 2003 Plan, which 

is so named because of  the state’s bicentennial and its goal to 

meet its goals for documentary heritage preservation and ac-

cess. The Ohio 2003 Plan is released to some 5,000 organizations 

in the state in conjunction with To Outwit Time: Preserving Materi-

als in Ohio’s Libraries and Archives. It calls for the Society of  Ohio 

Archivists to continue its Archives 101 education program, Ar-

chives Week, and the establishment of  an Ohio Electronic 

Records Archive—with the state earmarking funding to sup-

port ongoing automation. The Ohio Historical Society furthers 

another of  the plan’s objectives by creating a six-year program 

to facilitate public access to the Society’s research and to link 

into a statewide information infrastructure, including its site on 

the Web at ohiohistory.org. 

Alaska Gold Rush prospector James Wortham. A grant to 

the Alaska Department of Education, Division of Libraries, 

Archives, and Museums in Juneau went to establish a web-

site and related educational materials for Rich Mining: 

Documents from Alaska’s Gold Rush Era. 

The Council of  State Historical Records Coordinators 

(COSHRC) undertakes a Historical Records Repository Sur-

vey to learn more about nongovernmental repositories in the 

states. Over 3,500 repositories in 21 states are surveyed, and 

COSHRC finds that the repositories that make up the U.S. 

archival landscape are as diverse as the materials they collect. 

Generally, nongovernmental archives fall into three broad 

categories: larger academic repositories and historical societies 

that make up half  of  the total; mid-size repositories, usually 
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part of  multifunctional institutions such as libraries, museums, 

and historic sites; and small, community-based archives usu-

ally run by volunteers. The Survey shows that historical records 

programs have grown significantly during the 1970s and their 

collections continue to expand. Several issues dominate the 

needs of  the expansive field: storage space and environmental 

controls; the desire to improve public access and develop col-

lection finding aids; and general preservation assistance and 

training. Only 15 percent of  the repositories hold computer-

generated materials (24 percent in academic institutions). 

Electronic records support in FY 1998 goes to five projects: 

the Coalition for Networked Information, for a pilot workshop 

for archivists and information technologists; the University of 

Michigan, for analysis of  recordkeeping practices in six pri-

vate-sector environments; the Minnesota Historical Society, for 

its electronic records pilot program; the State University of  New 

York, Albany, for its project entitled “Secondary Uses of  Elec-

tronic Records”; and Cornell University to study the types of 

archival electronic records at the college level within a large 

university. 

Since 1980, the NHPRC has been supporting such research 

and development on electronic records, and beginning in 1990, 

the Commission has funded experimental projects that use elec-

tronic technologies, including CD-ROMs and the World Wide 

Web, to publish collections of  significant historical documents. 

The Commission’s electronic records research program focuses 

on the archival preservation of  records “born digital,” while 

the electronic publishing projects deal with digital conversa-

tion of  historical documents created on paper (and, in a few 

cases, analog tape, both audio and film). 

In the realm of  print publication, projects that reach land-

marks in 1998 include a two-volume complete edition of Ethan 

Allen and His Kin: Correspondence, 1772–1819. Allen was a soldier, 

commander of  the irregular Green Mountain Boys, statesman, 

author, and farmer, and with his two brothers, Ira and Levi, 

helped establish the Vermont territory from the frontier era 

through statehood and the Federal period. The Selected Papers of 

Thaddeus Stevens are published complete in two volumes in 1998. 

Stevens was a radical Republican leader, who advocated black 

suffrage as early as 1837, who argued in favor of  emancipation 

and equal pay for blacks during the Civil War, protested dis-

crimination against Chinese immigrants, and argued for more 

humane treatment of  Native Americans. He is perhaps best 

known as a member of  the Congressional Committee that 

drafted articles of  impeachment against President Andrew 

Johnson. A Strange Freedom: the Best of  Howard Thurman on Reli-

gious Experience and Public Life is published by Beacon Press in 

1998, stemming from The Howard Thurman Papers project on 

the noted theologian who sought to infuse the philosophy of 

Gandhi into contemporary Christianity. 

On July 9, 1998, at The White House, First Lady Hillary 

Clinton announces that a grant of  $1 million has been contrib-

uted by television producer Norman Lear for the editing and 

publishing of  five Founding Fathers projects in celebration of 

the millennium and the Save America’s Treasures campaign. 

Frank Burke receives the 1998 Distinguished Service Award. 

Burke also served as Acting Archivist of  the United States from 

April 1985 to December 1987, and had two tours of  duty as 

the Commission’s Executive Director. 

The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency is engaged in the 

production of the Lincoln Legal Papers, covering the 24 

years that Abraham Lincoln practiced law. 
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1999 
FISCAL YEAR 1999 

October 1, 1998 – September 30, 1999 

$10,000,000 88 grants 

Actual appropriations for FY 1999 include $4 million ear-

marked by Congress for a special project. In the next fiscal 

year, $2 million is rescinded by Congress. The Commission 

also changes its schedule of  meetings from three to two per 

year, altering as well the long-standing calendar. Beginning in 

2000, grants will be approved at meetings in November and 

May. Consequently, the number of  grants awarded in FY 1999 

is lower than average, and the number of  grants awarded in 

FY 2000 is higher. The Commission has long had the option 

of  carrying over appropriated funds from one fiscal year to the 

next. 

With FY 1999 funds, the Commission continues its invest-

ment in the Founding Era Documentary Editing projects 

through grants and subventions. Non-Founding Era subventions 

also afford other projects a means to get their books to press. In 

1999, the Commission awarded four $10,000 grants for those 

purposes, along with a regular contingent of  grants for editing. 

Each year, these projects, housed at universities, historical soci-

eties, and other nonprofits, produce additional volumes, gradu-

ally expanding the numbers of  books on the groaning shelves 

of  the Commission’s library. 

Records grants, too, deliver products that filter into the 

Commission as grantees make their final reports. Some of 

these records products are practical tools—guides, manuals, 

reports, finding aids—used by archivists, records managers, 

researchers, and the public at large all across the country. 

Others tell the story of  NHPRC support in less direct ways. 

The Massachusetts Historical Records Advisory Board, for 

example, submits its final report on Strategic Planning in 1999. 

One of  the plan’s five major goals was to take steps “to pre-

serve an equitable and comprehensive record of  Massachu-

setts life.” The challenge is that there are over 1,200 reposito-

ries in communities across the Commonwealth, and certainly 

not enough public or private funding for every deserving pres-

ervation and access project. The Massachusetts solution was to 

do a needs assessment survey, develop a broad typology of  the 

diverse documentary heritage in communities, and bring the 

archival and scholarly experts together to develop tools and 

training to help local repositories learn how to best document 

their own communities. 

State after state arrives at similar conclusions. The Georgia 

Historical Records Advisory Board’s final report on its regrant 

program demonstrates the efficacy of  federalism’s movement 

away from highly centralized controls to local decision-mak-

ing. The Georgia board awarded 35 grants, served more than 

150 local organizations, and produced results: 8 new city or 

county records programs, 24 existing programs enhanced, 6 

new full-time records management jobs, 9,015 boxes invento-

ried, 157 series identified, and 21 common retention schedules 

implemented. Jackson County uncovered long-lost court records 
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dating back to 1796; Carroll County found records belonging 

to four other Georgia counties. And the stories from other states 

are equally compelling. In Iowa, 55 town clerks showed up for 

technical assistance in records management in a workshop for 

the northwest corner of  the state. In New Mexico, workshops 

helped local archivists from Taos to Las Cruces. Planning grants 

and the growth of  the Council of  State Historical Records 

Coordinators are pushing the state advisory boards and 

archives that lead them toward taking responsibility for state-

wide coordination of  archival planning. 

With 1999 funds, advisory boards and archives in eight states 

are able to continue planning, begin implementation of  plans, 

and make regrants to communities. The NHPRC also awards 

16 grants directly to nonprofit organizations for records access 

programs from the Art Institute of  Chicago to the Pawnee 

Nation in Oklahoma. 

Electronic records and technologies FY 1999 grants go for 

continued support of  the Model Editions Partnership, the 

Electronic Records Applied Research Project at the Kansas 

State Historical Society, and an 18-month grant to SUNY-

Albany for its Long-Term Preservation of  Authentic Electronic 

Records Project. The latter allows other researchers to join 

National Archives representatives on the U.S. research team 

participating in the InterPARES Project, an international 

research initiative to develop the theoretical and method-

ological knowledge required for the permanent preservation 

of  authentic records created in electronic 

systems. 

Commission Chairman John W. Carlin 

presents the 1999 Distinguished Service 

Award to Larry J. Hackman, first direc-

tor of  the Records Program. 

The Howard Thurman Papers are a highly 

selective edition of the writings of the 

noted 20th century theologian who 

sought to infuse the philosophy of 

Mohandas Gandhi into contemporary 

Christianity. 
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2000 
FISCAL YEAR 2000 

October 1, 1999 – September 30, 2000 

$6,250,000 117 grants 

Throughout 1999 and into 2000, the Council of  State Histori-

cal Records Coordinators (COSHRC), in partnership with 

the American Association for State and Local History, plans a 

National Forum on Archival Continuing Education (NFACE). 

With support from the Commission, the NFACE Program Com-

mittee gathers information through a survey of  over 2,000 in-

dividuals to identify training needs and priorities, 36 focus 

groups comprised of  600 participants who provided detailed 

information on their continuing education programs, and the 

compilation of  a director of  archival training opportunities 

—all made available through a dedicated portion of  the 

COSHRC web site. 

NFACE participants observe that the Internet holds great 

promise for improving access to continuing education pro-

grams, professional literature, technical information, and 

guidance on best practices. Having discovered how many orga-

nizations are pursuing similar goals and strategies, the repre-

sentatives place a high priority on sustaining the connections 

made at NFACE, and by working cooperatively on common 

goals. As a result, COSHRC develops two primary strategies: 

to use the Web for a nationwide clearinghouse of  information 

on archival continuing education; and pursue partnerships, 

collaboration, and regular communication among the profes-

sional archival organizations and allied professions. 

While continuing education is the raison d’etre of  NFACE, the 

Commission has been pursuing educational programming for 

a generation of  archivists. One of  the enduring signs of  that 

View of a mare and foal in front of the Breeding (Ring) Barn, 

Shelburne Farms, c. 1891-1900. Photographer unidentified. 

A grant to Shelburne Farms Collections in Vermont went 

to address preservation and access issues relating to its 

3,000 original prints and 2,750 nitrate negatives. 

commitment is the Institute for the Editing of  Historical Docu-

ments. Camp Edit, as most graduates fondly call it, 

meets each June in Madison, Wisconsin. Nearly 400 people 

have gone through the program, and graduates have gone on 

to work for more than 50 documentary editorial projects. 

Alumni have also published some 635 titles—from documen-

tary editions to reference works, from biographies to historiog-

raphies. Since 1967, the NHPRC has also funded a limited 

number of  fellowships for documentary editing and archival 

management. In FY 2000, for example, one fellow is selected 

to work in the Special Collections Department at the Univer-

sity of  Virginia, and another is chosen to work on the Eliza-

beth Cady Stanton/Susan B. Anthony project. 

One major project that draws to a close in 2000 is The Papers 

of  Andrew Johnson, which published its 16th and final volume 

some 44 years after it began. Johnson, the only Southerner not 
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to give up his seat in the Senate or embrace the secession cause, 

was a complex figure in American history, and this edition traces 

his career as congressman, governor, senator, military gover-

nor of  Tennessee during the Civil War, Vice President to 

Abraham Lincoln, 17th President of  the United States, and 

finally, as politician seeking vindication after his impeachment. 

At its May 2000 meeting, the Commission recommends a 

grant of  $150,000 for a project to publish the Papers of  Eleanor 

Roosevelt in a five-volume edition and a multimedia version on 

the Web http://www.gwu.edu/~erpapers. The Miller Center 

at University of  Virginia is awarded a grant to decipher, 

explain, and make accessible The White House tapes recorded 

during the administrations of  Franklin Roosevelt, Harry 

Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, 

and Richard Nixon. The President Recordings Project will also ap-

pear in a print edition and on compact disk. 

The Commission also announces plans to commit $1.8 mil-

lion over the next three years in support of  proposals to in-

crease archival electronic records expertise. This is in addition 

to several projects supported in FY 2000, including a grant to 

the San Diego Supercomputer Center at the University of  Cali-

fornia to conduct research on long-term preservation of  and 

access to software dependent electronic records. A persistent 

challenge in archival engineering is creating systems capable 

of  “reading” records created via obsolete software programs 

or specialized hardware. Grants are also awarded to Indiana 

University, the Michigan Department of  Management and 

Budget, and the Rhode Island Office of  Secretary of  State for 

testing applications in electronic records programs. 

Records access grants go to 16 projects across the nation for 

a variety of  efforts, including the Newcomb Center for Re-

search on Women to preserve student records from Newcomb 

College in New Orleans from 1887 to 1925; Shelburne Farm 

Resources in Vermont to preserve 3,000 photographs, and the 

Baker-Cederberg Museum and Archives in Rochester, New 

York, to employ a “circuit rider” archivist to help area institu-

tions strengthen their historical programs. The Society of 

American Archivists receives a two-year grant to support its 

Encoded Archival Description (EAD) Working Group. Eleven 

state boards and archives receives support to buttress their gen-

eral operations, and six states and the territory of  American 

Samoa received funding for planning, implementation, regrants, 

and collaborative projects. 

Lee’s Bridge from road, October 24, 1899, by Herbert 

Wendell Gleason, early 20th century American landscape 

photographer, is part of the Concord (MA) Free Library’s 

Special Collection. NHPRC grants in 1997 and 2000 helped 

the Library to arrange, describe, and create access to the 

Gleason collections. 
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2001 
FISCAL YEAR 2001 

October 1, 2000 – September 30, 2001 

$6,436,000 95 grants 

Congress passes and President Clinton signs P.L. 106-411, which 

authorizes the NHPRC to receive Federal appropriations up 

to $10 million per year through FY 2005. Appropriations for 

FY 2001 are $6.45 million, later reduced by a .22 percent 

across-the-board recission to all Federal agencies. 

Of  the NHPRC’s three strategic goals, perhaps the least 

widely understood is research and development for electronic 

records. More and more of  these records—the documents 

describing the legal rights of  citizens, financial transactions, cor-

respondence, government rules and regulations—are being cre-

ated and maintained via systems dependent on software 

and hardware. NHPRC recognized in the early 1990s that 

the history of  our time would also be based on what is saved 

on computers, networks, and bits and bytes of  information. Our 

history can only be written if  the raw materials survive, remain 

authentic, and are easy to access today and in the 

future. Because of  insufficient funds, NHPRC dedicates its 

resources to projects involving records originally created in 

electronic form, rather than digitizing documents from analog 

systems (including pen and paper). 

A call for proposals goes out to increase the number of 

archivists who are equipped to work with electronic records and 

to broaden the basic knowledge of  archivists and related pro-

fessionals about the challenges and opportunities posed by in-

formation technologies. As part of  its $1.8 million, three-

year initiative, the Commission allocates $600,000 in FY 2001 

money for electronic records grants. The Minnesota Historical 

Society receives a two-year grant for its Educating Archivists 

and Their Constituencies Project to develop eXtensible 

Markup Language (XML) workshops. UCLA is funded to 

develop its Information Technology and Policy Curricula Project 

to identify needs in electronic records management. 

General George C. Marshall arrives at the Quebec airport 

for the Second Quebec Conference, September 12-16, 1944. 

A highly selective edition covering his years as World War 

II Chief of Staff and later as Secretary of State and Secre-

tary of Defense, The Papers of George Catlett Marshall 

has received extensive support from the NHPRC. 

At its November meeting, the Commission also funds 

SHRAB regrant programs in Florida, Kansas, Maine, Missouri, 

Pennsylvania, and Utah. Thirteen other boards receive sup-

port for administrative costs. Regrants have stimulated collabo-

ration projects in several states. In Vermont, for example, or-

ganizations in the state’s Northeast Kingdom formed the St. 

Johnsbury Archives Collaborative to enable the preservation 

of  archives and records in local repositories and work with the 

archives board, the Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance, 

the Vermont Archives Network, and the University of  Vermont. 

Across the country, Sierra Nevada Community Access brought 
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together archives from the Carson Valley Historical Society, 

the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony, the Catholic Diocese of  Reno, 

and the Storey County Recorders Office and the Fourth Ward 

School Museum in Virginia City. The project used video from 

each of  these sites and the Nevada State Library and Archives 

to create a television program that showed the stark contrast 

of  the state archives’ use of  current technologies and local 

archives use of  more traditional preservation methods. In 

Montana, a traveling archivist was sent around the state to 

joint projects scattered across rural and sparsely populated 

counties. In North Carolina, the state’s 11 historically black 

colleges and universities banded together to form the North 

Carolina African American Archives group, which further 

strengthened, through affiliation, the North Carolina African 

American Network for Historic Preservation. 

Records Preservation and Access funds 10 local projects— 

from a grant to the Japanese Service Committee in Chicago 

for its Legacy Center Project to the Ordinary People, Extraor-

dinary Lives project to document the history of  labor in New 

York City. The Center for Jewish History receives funding 

through a congressionally directed grant for its Integrated 

Collection Management and Access System. 

At its May meeting, the members of  the Commission grapple 

with the challenge of  a surge in records preservation and ac-

cess proposals, along with a commitment to electronic records, 

and the NHPRC’s ongoing investment in documentary edi-

tions. Members note that the $18.5 million requested for FY 

2001, a 33 percent rise from the previous year, is more than 

triple the $6 million annual appropriation for competitive 

grants, a level that has remained flat since 1998. As part of  the 

solution, caps are placed on publications projects at FY 2000 

levels. 

The Commission still manages to fund the eight Founding 

Era projects and two publishing subventions, along with nearly 

$2 million for other projects. The Papers of  Robert Morris is com-

pleted in nine volumes, restoring Morris to his rightful place in 

our history. Most Americans, if  they have heard of  Morris at 

all, know him as a signer of  the Declaration of  Independence 

who, popular tradition has it, financed the Revolution from 

his own pocket. Few, however, are aware that as first executive 

officer of  the Treasury Department, Morris laid the economic 

and financial foundations of  the American republic. The first 

volume of  the Southern Debate Over Slavery project is published: 

Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778–1864, offers a representa-

tive sampling of  the thousands of  petitions about issues of  race 

and slavery that southerners submitted to their state legisla-

tures between the American Revolution and the Civil War. 

Two other publishing milestones happen on the Internet. 

A new edition of  the Thomas A. Edison Papers goes online, and 

selections from the papers of  Frederick Douglass, Dwight 

Eisenhower, Marcus Garvey, Joseph Henry, and George C. 

Marshall enter cyberspace through the Model Editions 

Partnership website. 

As the year winds to a close, the attack on September 11, 

2001, has repercussions for us all. Shortly after the fall of  the 

World Trade Center, staff  at the New York State Archives take 

directory information gathered through an NHPRC planning 

grant, sort it by zip code, and quickly produce a list of  72 

historical records repositories in the affected area below 14th 

Street in Manhattan. Working with members of  the New York 

City Metropolitan Archivists Roundtable, they contact all 

those repositories to offer assistance. Where help is needed 

and salvage possible, they assisted in dealing with significant 

damage to archives and records from dust and ashes. 

World War II poster encouraging 

workers to greater production as 

part of the Allies efforts under 

General Dwight Eisenhower. A 

selective edition of The Papers of 

Dwight David Eisenhower is being 

edited by The Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity Press. 
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2002 
FISCAL YEAR 2002 

October 1, 2001– September 30, 2002 

$6,436,000 95 grants 

Several unique publications, sponsored by grants through the 

Commission, make their debut in FY 2002. In October 2001, 

the Miller Center at the University of  Virginia publishes the 

first three-volume set of  the Presidential Recordings project: 

John F. Kennedy: The Great Crises. These volumes and accompa-

nying CD transcribe, edit, and annotate tapes made in the 

White House that chronicle the deliberations and decisions 

during the Cuban Missile Crisis in the summer and fall of 1962. 

A concise edition is published by W.W. Norton in January 2002. 

Dear Papa, Dear Charley: The Peregrinations of  a Revolutionary 

Aristocrat, as Told by Charles Carroll of  Carrollton and His Father, Charles 

Carroll of  Annapolis, with Sundry Observations on Bastardy, Child-

Rearing, Romance, Matrimony, Commerce, Tobacco, Slavery, and the 

Politics of  Revolutionary America is the long title of  the Charles 

Carroll Papers. which are being edited at the College of  Will-

iam and Mary. A third debut is the Selected Letters of  Lucretia 

Coffin Mott, the Quaker champion of  women’s rights, aboli-

tionist, and leader of  the 1848 Seneca Falls Woman’s Rights 

Convention. 

A major series reaches the end of  several decades’ work in 

2002. The Journals of  don Diego de Vargas culminates with the pub-

lication of  the sixth English-language volume of  papers of  the 

Spanish governor of  New Mexico, covering the period 

from 1680 to 1710, gathered from sources in the United States, 

Spain, and Mexico. The documents describe the rebellions of 

native peoples in the 1690s, and reflect how their resistance, 

accommodation, and struggle for survival defined the Native 

American and Hispanic culture that flourishes to this day. 

Camp Edit, one of  the training grounds for new editors, cel-

ebrates its 30th anniversary, marking a generational change 

in the field of  historical editing. 

President John F. Kennedy speaks to the returned American 

prisoners of the Bay of Pigs invasion. The Presidential 

Recordings Project at the University of Virginia has pub-

lished transcriptions of White House Recordings in anno-

tated editions, including John F. Kennedy and the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. 

Recent editorial works are being used in genealogy, educa-

tion, and other professions. On March 18, 2002, the Boston 

Globe publishes a review entitled “Voices of  Slavery Stir the 

Soul” of  an oratorio performed at the Symphony Hall. 

“Slavery Documents: A Cantata” is based on documents un-

covered by the Race and Slavery Petitions Project. Numerous 

television documentaries in the past few years have featured 

NHPRC-supported documentary editors—Barbara Fields on 

the Civil War, John Simon on U.S. Grant and Abraham 

Lincoln, Bobby Hill and Barbara Bair on Marcus Garvey, 

Ann Gordon on Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. An-

thony, Allida Black on Eleanor Roosevelt, and many others. 

A number of  Supreme Court decisions have referenced the 

Documentary History of  the Supreme Court, and the list goes on. The 

return on investment is manifest in the number of  documen-

tary editions uncovering fresh materials on ethnic history, the 

arts, and the history of  science. These projects are helping to 
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re-write history, undermine myth, misinformation, tall tales, 

and second-hand storytelling. They are challenging our assump-

tions, making valuable discoveries, opening new areas of  study, 

and forcing re-evaluation of  the American story. 

Support for state historical records advisory boards has al-

ways shown return on investment, and in FY 2002, NHPRC 

awards a dozen grants for general administration costs at state 

boards. Minnesota also receives funding for its strategic plan; 

New Mexico, for two years of  implementation for its plan; New 

Jersey for MARC cataloging in small repositories around the 

state; and Massachusetts for regranting. Providing access to 

records in local repositories has been a Commission goal since 

the founding of  the Records Program. In 2002, NHPRC 

awarded $1.6 million for 22 projects. These grants help 

preserve photographic archives at the Pennsylvania Hospital 

in Philadelphia, the State Historical Society of  Wisconsin, and 

the Washington Star newspaper photographs at the D.C. Public 

Library. A grant sets up a Special Institute for Native Ameri-

can and Tribal Archivists at the annual Western Archives 

Institute. Notable Americans from Willa Cather to Cass 

Gilbert are having their works preserved and made accessible. 

Records access grants save film and video from the early days 

of  local television in South Florida and allow the New En-

gland Conservatory of  Music to establish an archives and 

records management program. Six grants totaling $1.37 mil-

lion went to electronic records and technologies projects, in-

cluding new funding to the Minnesota Historical Society to 

review the Commission’s Electronic Records Research Agenda 

and recommend new steps. 

John Brademas, president emeritus of  New York University 

and former Member of  Congress, receives the Distinguished 

Service Award, and in his remarks, Brademas notes the role of 

the Commission: 

The work of the National Historical Publications and Records Com-

mission is indispensable not only to the actual preservation of the 

documents of American history, but as a concrete demonstration 

that all three branches of the Government of the United States are 

committed to the promotion of knowledge and understanding of 

our history. Indeed, let me observe that at least so far as I know, 

this Commission is the only entity in which all three branches of 

our national government meet not only for lunch or dinner, but 

to make decisions. This Commission, far too little known, plays a 

uniquely valuable role in our country. 

After the May Commission meeting, Ann Newhall resigns af-

ter nearly four years as Executive Director, and Roger Bruns 

takes over as Acting Executive Director. 

Willa Cather, 20th century American novelist. 

A grant went to the University of Nebraska’s 

George Cather Ray Collection Microfilming 

Project to preserve a collection of materials 

relating to her works. 
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2003 
FISCAL YEAR 2003 

October 1, 2002 – September 30, 2003 

$ 6,457,750 102 grants 

The budget creeps up another year, yet requests continue to 

outstrip resources. The Commission approves a resolution to 

maintain a 50-50 split of  available funds between documen-

tary editing and records projects. At the same time, the NHPRC 

continues to follow priorities set through strategic planning 

which earmark up to 60 percent funding for three areas: 

Founding Era documentary editions; partnerships with the State 

Historic Records Advisory Boards (SHRAB); and Electronic 

Records research and development. 

Seventeen of  the states receive funding for administrative 

costs of  their historical records advisory boards, and four states 

earn grants for other purposes. Florida and Idaho are awarded 

funds to provide disaster planning and recovery training for 

archivists and records managers; the Missouri State Archives, 

for a regrant program that would extend to archival education 

and stimulate collaborations among records keepers; and the 

New York State Archives, for a regrant program focusing on 

the impact of  the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center, and 

for underdocumented groups, topics, and activities throughout 

the Empire State. Representatives of  the six New England 

SHRABs and NARA’s Northeast Region have been meeting to 

discuss interstate collaboration efforts. 

Twenty-one records access projects cover a panoply of  doc-

umentary heritage. Important photographic collections in 

San Diego, Lexington, Kentucky, and Petersburg, Virginia are 

preserved. Fisk University in Tennessee receives support for 

five manuscript collections documenting its history in the 

Helen Keller visits Eleanor Roosevelt and friends on 

Martha’s Vineyard. The American Foundation for the 

Blind received a grant to arrange, describe, and re-house 

the Helen Keller Archives. 

context of  the African American experience. Florida State 

University, for its Civil Rights Heritage Collection, and the 

University of  California, Berkeley, for its Women Political 

Activists project are two other universities to earn grant awards. 

The City of  Boston receives funding for its Public Schools 

Desegregation-Era Records Project, and the American Foun-

dation for the Blind can pursue its 16-month schedule to 

arrange, describe, and re-house its Helen Keller Archives. New 

electronic records research and development include grants to 

five state archives, as they establish or move to a greater reli-

ance on electronic records management. Columbia University 
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is also funded on behalf  of  the Center for International Earth 

Science Information to identify and disseminate practices and 

techniques to manage, preserve, and provide access to elec-

tronic records that have significant geospatial components. 

On the publications side, support continues for the eight 

Founding Era documenting editing projects through grants 

and publication subventions. New volumes from each of  these 

long-term, ongoing works appear with regularity. Outside of 

that core group, several projects reach a happy conclusion or 

just get started in FY 2003. 

The Henry Laurens Papers project, funded in part by the 

NHPRC since 1965, publishes its final volume in 2003. While 

largely overlooked in the history of  the national revolutionary 

movement, Henry Laurens was a merchant, planter, and po-

litical leader in late colonial South Carolina, representing the 

colony at the first Continental Congress in 1777, and serving 

as its president during the drafting of  the Articles of  Confed-

eration. He was later captured by the British, charged with 

high treason, and held in the Tower of  London for 15 months. 

Work is also completed on The Papers of  John C. Calhoun, a project 

that published its first volume in 1959. It collects the letters, 

speeches, and other writings by and to Calhoun as a Member 

of  Congress, cabinet officer, and Vice President, covering a 

period of  roughly 50 years in American history in a 25-volume 

edition. 

In celebration of  the 200th anniversary of  the beginning of 

the grand passage west, The Journals of  Lewis & Clark are 

completed in 11 volumes and published by the University of 

Nebraska Press. The edition, which supersedes a 1904-05 

centenary version, includes the journals of  the two captains 

and four enlisted men, an atlas of  maps produced en route, 

and a volume of  natural history notes and other nonjournal 

manuscripts that have been discovered over the past century. 

The Lewis and Clarke expedition began in late August 1803 

and continued to September 1806. 

First volumes of  the papers of  four notable American 

women appear for the first time in FY 2003. The Jane Addams 

Papers is a print edition drawn from the comprehensive micro-

film version, also sponsored by NHPRC. Volume one, Preparing 

to Lead, 1860-81, traces the early development of  her social 

principles that led to a life of  public compassion and visibility 

as an outspoken pacifist, Progressive reformer, and founder of 

Hull-House. Made for America, 1890-1900, volume one of The 

Papers of  Emma Goldman, tracks the young Emma Goldman’s 

introduction into the anarchist movement, features her earliest 

known writings in the German anarchist press, and charts her 

gradual emergence from the radical immigrant circles of  New 

York City’s Lower East Side into a political and intellectual 

culture of  both national and international importance. The 

Selected Papers of  Margaret Sanger commences with The Woman 

Rebel, 1900-1928 which documents the critical phases and 

influences of  an American feminist icon and offers rare glimpses 

into her working-class childhood, burgeoning feminism, spiri-

tual and scientific interests, sexual explorations, and diverse roles 

as wife, mother, nurse, journalist, radical socialist, and activist. 

The Selected Letters of  Dolley Payne Madison introduces readers 

to the most important First Lady of  the 19th century. For the 

eight years her husband was president, Dolley Madison was 

the leader of  republican society in Washington, DC. She 

affirmed the political legitimacy of  her husband and guided 

the creation of  a republican political culture. 

In January 2003, Max Evans, former Director of  the Utah 

State Historical Society, is named as Executive Director of  the 

Commission. 

In 2003, The University of Virginia 

Press brought out The Selected 

Letters of Dolley Payne Madison 

(1793-1849) as part of its Madison 

Papers Project. 
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For the first time in its history, the Commission receives appro-

priations totaling $10 million, although that figure falls slightly 

through recision. 

Grants are awarded to Delaware, Massachusetts, Maine, 

North Carolina, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and 

South Carolina for projects to strengthen the Federal-state 

partnership, provide regrants, and address basic archival 

needs throughout the states. Twelve grants are awarded for 

state board administrative support. 

Funds up to $2.2 million also go to records access projects 

to preserve and make accessible important documents and 

archives in collections around the country. Included among 

these grants are the archival collections of Japanese Ameri-

cans during World War II at the Japanese American National 

Library; the architectural records in the Bertrand 

at Smith College; film footage from the Eyes on the Prize docu-

mentary film at Washington University in St. Louis; and New 

York City’s General Society of  Mechanics and Tradesmen 

records dating from 1785 to 1955. The Commission provides 

support for two Electronic Records Projects to create records 

management systems for Maine state agencies and archival 

collections at Tufts University and Yale University. 

In addition to funding the Founding Era editions, documen-

tary editing projects focus on the papers and records of  signifi-

cant Americans such as Frederick Douglass, Thomas Edison, 

Martin Luther King, and Eleanor Roosevelt, and of  signifi-

cant events in U.S. history, such as the Freedom History 

Project on Emancipation, and the Presidential Recordings 

Project dealing with the White House tapes of  Presidents 

2004 
FISCAL YEAR 2004 

October 1, 2003 – September 30, 2004 

$9,941,000 110 grants 

Goldberg Archive at the Art Institute of  Chicago; 

photographs from the Louisiana Purchase Expo-

sition of  1904 at the Field Museum of  Natural 

History; the Records of  the YWCA of  the USA 

Eleanor Roosevelt regularly used her columns 

to encourage national conversations on spe-

cific policy initiatives. The Eleanor Roosevelt 

Papers Project is using the Web—www.gwu.edu/ 

~erpapers—to make accessible thousands of 

documents from more than 600 archives. 
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Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon. Grants for publication 

subventions will also make possible individual volumes of  the 

James Madison Papers, the Ratification of  the Constitution, 

the George Washington Papers, the U.S. Grant Papers, and 

the first volume of  Moravian Spring Mission Among the Chero-

kee. A three-year grant to the Supreme Court Historical Soci-

ety will enable editors to complete work on the Documentary 

History of  the Supreme Court of  the United States, 1789-1800. 

In May 2004, the Commission adopts a new Strategic Plan 

that refines its mission, vision, and goals, expanding its role as 

a leader for public policies on documentary heritage and en-

couraging the states to strengthen their partnership and be-

come a true national archival system. 

Mission 

The National Historical Publications and Records Commis-

sion (NHPRC) promotes the preservation and use of  America’s 

documentary heritage essential to understanding our democ-

racy, history, and culture. 

Vision 

America’s documentary heritage preserves the rights of  Ameri-

can citizens, checks the actions of  government officials, and 

chronicles the national experience. 

Democracy demands an informed and engaged citizenry. 

By preserving our documentary heritage and promoting its 

distribution and use, the people seek to guarantee the protec-

tion of  the rights of  all, hold accountable government and other 

public institutions, and increase understanding of  our history 

and culture for generations to come. 

The NHPRC is a public trust for documenting democracy. 

Goals 

■ Exercise leadership for public policy in the preservation of 

and access to America’s documentary heritage 

■ Expand the distribution of  the most important traditional 

documents in American history 

■ Promote a national network for state and local documentary 

preservation and utilization efforts 

■ Support institutions that promote preservation, dissemina-

tion, and use of  historical records 

■ Support institutions in meeting the challenges of  preserving 

and managing electronic documentation 

■ Support education and training of  professionals engaged in 

preservation and dissemination 

Work begins through a partnership to research, analyze, and 

make recommendations for the NHPRC’s role as a leader in 

public policies for our national documentary heritage. 

The Center for Documentary Studies 

at Duke University received funding to 

preserve, index, and provide scholarly 

access to audio recordings made by 

photographer W. Eugene Smith in an 

after-hours jazz loft in New York 

between 1957 and 1964. In the fore-

ground, Thelonius Monk. 
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Commission Members Chairman 

1934-41 Robert D.W. Connor 

1941-48 Solon J. Buck 

1948-65 Wayne C. Grover 

1965-68 Robert H. Bahmer 

1968-79 James B. Rhoads 

1980-85 Robert M. Warner 

1985-87 Frank G. Burke* 

1987-93 Don W. Wilson 

1993-95 Trudy Huskamp Peterson* 

1995- John W. Carlin 

Judicial Branch 

1950-65 Felix Frankfurter 

1965-74 William J. Brennan, Jr. 

1974-83 Harry Blackmun 

1983-86 William H. Rehnquist 

1986-97 Harry Blackmun 

1997- David H. Souter 

Senate 

1950-54 Clyde R. Hoey (NC) 

1955-59 Wallace F. Bennett (UT) 

1959-66 Leverett Saltonstall (MA) 

1967-83 Claiborne Pell (RI) 

1983-88 Mark O. Hatfield (OR) 

1988-95 Paul S. Sarbanes (MD) 

1996 Mark O. Hatfield (OR) 

1997-2001 James M. Jeffords (VT) 

2001- Christopher Dodd (CT) 

House of Representatives 

1950-53 Howard W. Smith (VA) 

1953-54 Katharine St. George (NY) 

1955-71 George P. Miller (CA) 

1971-76 John Brademas (IN) 

1977-79 Richardson Preyer (NC) 

1979-81 David R. Bowen (MS) 

1981-83 Timothy E. Wirth (CO) 

1983-85 Jim Bates (CA) 

1985-91 Lindy (Mrs. Hale) Boggs (LA) 

1991-94 Philip R. Sharp (IN) 

1995-96 (Vacant) 

1997-03 Roy D. Blunt (MO) 

2003- Tom Cole (OK) 

Department of State 

1934-37 Hunter Miller 

1937-39 Cyril Wynne 

1939-49 E. Wilder Spaulding 

1949-50 Reed Harris 

1950-62 G. Bernard Noble 

1962-75 William M. Franklin 

1975-76 Frederick Aandahl 

1976-81 David F. Trask 

1982-98 William Slany 

1998- Margaret P. Grafeld 

War Department/Department of the Army 

1934-35 W. D. Smith 

1935-39 Oliver L. Spaulding 

1939-41 Robert Arthur 

1941-46 Oliver L. Spaulding 

1946-47 E. F. Harding 

1947-49 Harry J. Malony 

1949-50 Orlando Ward 

Navy Department 

1934-47 Dudley W. Knox 

1947-50 John B. Heffernan 

Department of Defense 

1950-73 Rudolph A. Winnacker 

1973- Alfred Goldberg 

Library of Congress 

1934-37 J. Franklin Jameson 

1938-48 St. George L. Sioussat 

1948-54 Solon J. Buck 

1954-67 David C. Mearns 

1967-71 L. Quincy Mumford 

1971-78 Elizabeth Hamer Kegan 

1978-82 John C. Broderick 

1982-93 James Hutson 

1993-94 Deanna B. Marcum 

1995-2003 Winston Tabb 

2003- Deanna B. Marcum 
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Presidential Appointments American Historical Association 1987-90 Norman A. Graebner Association for Documentary Editing 

1950-51 George M. Elsey 1934-38 St. George L. Sioussat 1991 Joan Hoff 1989-90 Warren M. Billings 

1951-55 Arthur M. Schlesinger 1934-50 Dumas Malone 1992-95 Robin D. G. Kelley 1990- Charles T. Cullen 

1950-53 Richard H. Shryock 1938-40 William E. Dodd 1992-96 

1954-61 Wilfred E. Binkley 1950-63 Julian P. Boyd 1996-2000 William H. Chafe National Association of Government 

1955-63 Tracey E. Strevey 1940-46 Charles A. Beard 2001- Barbara Fields Archives and Records Administrators 

1961-65 Arthur M. Schlesinger 1963-68 Lyman H. Butterfield 1989-92 William S. Price, Jr. 

1965-71 Henry F. Graff 1946-60 Guy Stanton Ford Society of American Archivists 
1993-96 Brenda S. Banks 

1965-69 Joe B. Frantz 1968-72 Arthur Link 1975-79 Charles E. Lee 1996-2000 Howard P. Lowell 

1972-75 Philip C. Crowl 1960-65 Boyd C. Shafer 1975-83 Mary Lynn McCree 2000-2004 Roy Turnbaugh 

1970-73 Whitfield Bell, Jr. 1973-76 Merrill D. Peterson 1979-80 Edward Weldon 2004- Timothy Slavin 

1977-79 George C. Wortley III 1965-69 Whitfield J. Bell, Jr. 1980-84 David B. Gracy II 

1974-76 Vermont C. Royster 1977-81 Robert E. Burke 1983-89 Helen W. Samuels Executive Director 

1978-81 John G. Lorenz 1969-73 Charles Wiltse 1985-89 Edward C. Papenfuse 1950-61 Philip M. Hamer 

1979 David Hicks 1981-85 Richard Schlatter 1989-91 Anne P. Diffendal 1961-72 Oliver W. Holmes 

1980-83 Norbert C. Brockman 1973-78 Herbert Gutman 1991-96 John Fleckner 1972-73 Fred Shelley* 

1983-90 Albert J. Ossman, Jr. 1978-82 Barbara Sicherman 1996-2000 Anne R. Kenney 1973-75 E. Berkeley Tompkins 

1984-90 William A. Schambra 1982-89 Carol Bleser 2001-2002 Fynnette Eaton 1975-84 Frank G. Burke 

1990-92 Frank E. Vandiver 1985-89 Ronald Formisano 2002- Lee Stout 1984-87 Richard A. Jacobs* 

1990-95 Charles G. Palm 1990-93 John Alexander Williams 1987-88 Frank G. Burke 

1995-2002 Marvin F. Moss 1994-98 Constance B. Schulz American Association for 1988-89 Roger A. Bruns* 

1995- Nicholas C. Burckel 1998- Mary Maples Dunn State and Local History 1989-91 Richard A. Jacobs 

2002- David W. Brady 

Organization of American Historians 

1972-76 Edward Coffman 

1975-76 

1975-81 

1976-78 

Thomas Vaughan 

Richard A. Erney 

Richmond D. Williams 

1991-94 

1994-95 

1995-97 

Gerald W. George 

Nancy A. Sahli* 

Gerald W. George 

1972-78 

1976-80 

Edgar A. Toppin 

Janet Wilson James 

1981-88 

1979-86 

Larry E. Tise 

H. G. Jones 

1997-98 

1998-2002 

Roger A. Bruns* 

Ann C. Newhall 

1978-82 

1981-85 

Jack P. Greene 

Betty Miller Unterberger 

1988-89 

1987-99 

Edwin C. Bridges 

David Hoober 

2002 

2003 

Roger A. Bruns* 

Max J. Evans 

1983-86 

1985-89 

Richard L. Watson, Jr. 

Louis R. Harlan 

1999-03 

2003-

Brent Glass 

J. Kevin Graffagnino 
*Serving in an acting capacity 
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From the Daniel S. Gregory Ships Plans 

Electronic Access Project, a design for 

a skiff. The Mystic Seaport Museum has 

received several grants for their efforts 

to preserve and make accessible records 

from their extensive collection. 
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