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Rosetta Stone Approach
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What’s an Agency Lawyer to Do?
Best practices at the erecords/ediscovery nexus:

 Inventorying for the purpose of obtaining intellectual control over 
your Agency’s electronic systems (network applications, backups & 
legacy media) 

 Understanding existing records schedules & retention periods for 
your Agency’s records (and consider updating & simplifying 
schedules in anticipation of transition to electronic recordkeeping)

 Consider appointing “Knowledge Counsel” in General Counsel and 
Solicitor offices to act as agents of change, working with CIOs and 
records officers

 Formulating explicit e-records guidance on what constitute records, 
and including holds guidance

 Providing training on FRA and e-discovery obligations
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NARA’s New ERA:
Electronic Records Archives

 NARA’s vision for the Electronic Records 
Archives:  
 The ERA will authenticate, preserve and provide 

access to any kind of electronic record, free from 
dependency on any specific hardware or 
software, enabling NARA to carry out its mission 
into the future

http://www.archives.gov/electronic_records_archives/index.html
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NARA’s E-Records Challenge
Under ERA

 Take any type of record
 Created using any type of application
 On any computing platform
 From any entity in the Federal government, and
 Provide e-discovery and delivery to anyone with a 

legal right to access
 Now and for the life of the republic.
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 Jason R. Baron
Director of Litigation
Office of General Counsel
National Archives and Records 
Administration
8601 Adelphi Road Suite 3110
College Park, MD 20740
tel. (301) 837-1499
Email: jason.baron@nara.gov




