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UBC / Vancouver

• Archival Legislation

• The Archival Landscape:

public archives and special archives

• Perspective Founding Fathers on public 

archives (small detour)

• Public Records : new scope ?

• Appraisal of Archives for Acquisition
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Historical Notes

• Republic (confederation) 1588 – 1794/95

• 1802 : the first State Archivist

munimenta and monumenta

• bifurcation in the archival profession

• the Dutch Manual of 1898 –

… answers on what" and "how
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Council of Europe (2000)

"archives" written with a lower case "a" 

covers the documents still in use or 

retained in the creating agency, those 

stored in intermediate centres, as well as 

those transferred to Archives.

EU : Report on Archives … (2005)

“Archiving – all the activities from creation and 

management to the use of documents and 

archives – means : transmitting authentic 

evidence of human activity and experience 

through time.”

(p. 129)
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Archival Legislation

Public Records Act 1918

Public Records Act 1962

Public Records Act 1995

The Archival Landscape

Public archives

• State archives:

– > central : National Archives in The 

Hague

– > provincial capitals (RHC)

• Municipal archives

• Waterboards

� see: www.archiefnet.nl
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The Archival Landscape

Special archives

• (National Business Archives: NEHA, 1914 -

register)

• International Institute of Social History (IISH), 

1935

• The International Informationcentre and Archives 

for Women’s movement (IIAV), 1935

• Netherlands Institute for War Documentation 

(NIOD), 1945

• Catholic Documentation Centre (KDC), 1969

• Netherlands Institute for Image and Sound

���� see: www.archiefnet.nl
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Dutch Founding Fathers

• rather ‘dogmatic’ perspective on public 

archives

• consequences

• public - private
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What is a 'public record' ?

Line of division between public and private 

sector is problematic

• [in historical perspective]

• central state � shifts in governance

Public Administration and Sub-Agencies 

are breaking up …

New arrangements of governance
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“us” and “them”

a complementary approach

sensitizing concept

constant and ever changing

– included – excluded: established – outsider

• state - individual

• aristocracy – democrats

• wealthy – poor

• male - female

• old – young

• healthy – unhealthy

• …
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